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Dear Friends: 

We want to take this opportunity to thank VLPôs staff, Board, volunteers, funders 

and everyone who has enabled VLP to have another successful year. We could not 

have such a positive impact on the community without the support of each of you. 

The entire organization, and all of our clients, appreciate all that you have done.  

During 2014, VLP staff and volunteers represented clients in 3,618 cases, benefitting 

9,374 people. These numbers are up from 2,951 cases, benefitting 7,494 people in 

2013.  We also provided information and referral service to 2,746 more people.  

This work has been incredibly important for our clients and their families. We helped 

keep families from becoming homeless, by defending against tax foreclosures and 

evictions. We helped unaccompanied minors and immigrant victims of human 

trafficking receive fair treatment under the immigration law. Our newest projects 

were the creation of a Federal Court Pro Se Assistance project (which launched in 

February), the Coordinated Refugee Project (which launched in July), and the Say 

Yes Legal Clinics (which we laid the ground work for a 2015 launch).  

In all of our work, VLPôs staff and volunteers have delivered quality free legal 

services which had a genuine impact on our clientsô lives, often helping them support 

and keep their families safe.  

Thanks for helping us to provide all of this help to others. We look forward to an 

even more productive 2015, and hope for your continued support.  

 

       Kevin M. Kearney 

       President 

       Robert M. Elardo 

       Managing Attorney/CEO 
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ATTORNEY OF THE MORNING 

BRANDON WRAZEN, Esq. is a young attorney who 

served as our Attorney of the Morning (AOM) 20 times and 

represented 65 low income clients facing eviction since being 

admitted in January 2014.  He started out helping with intake 

and taking an occasional case.  He soon developed expertise 

and was serving as a second AOM on days that he was there.  

He sometimes saved the day by being there when another 

lawyer had to cancel.  

Before long, Brandon was 

being scheduled as the sole 

AOM on a number of days. 

Brandon has done an 

excellent job of settling 

cases so that either the 

tenancy was saved or the 

clients had extra time 

before moving so that they 

did not become homeless.   

When necessary or appropriate, he has also gone before the 

Judge and gotten eviction petitions dismissed.   

FAMILY LAW 

JAMIE L. CODJOVI, Esq. first became a VLP volunteer 

in 2013.  She was one of the first volunteers at the Family 

Court Help Desk and has volunteered once a month since the 

inception of the Family Court Help Desk over a year 

ago.  She has advised 50 pro se litigants during that time.  In 

addition, she is currently 

providing full 

representation in two 

divorce cases and one 

non-parent custody 

case.  The custody case 

involved representing a 

grandmother against two 

parents who had 

abandoned their children 

and whose whereabouts 

were unknown.  One of 

the children needed surgery and therefore grandmother 

needed legal authority over the children. Grandmother 

obtained temporary custody and was able to arrange for the 

surgery. Due to the diligent efforts of Jamie, the grandmother 

will soon be awarded permanent custody.    

IMMIGRATION 

LISA A. COPPOLA, Esq. handled an asylum application 

on behalf an Eritrean family who found itself in removal 

proceedings after fleeing their country and landing in a U.S. 

family detention center in Berks, PA. Husband, wife and two 

young children (a third was born in the U.S.) feared 

persecution in their native country on account of their 

Christian faith and for having refused to participate in their 

countryôs unjust and brutal forced ñnational service.ò Ms. 

Coppola and her colleague, Ryan A. Lema, spent over 250 

hours representing the family before the Immigration Court 

in Buffalo after their release from detention, and won asylum 

for this deserving family. On her own time, she also assisted 

the family to place the 

children in a Buffalo 

charter school, and 

arranged for assistance 

after the family lost its 

home in a fire. In 

addition, Ms. Coppola 

generously donated her 

time from a busy practice 

in business litigation to 

train other volunteers on 

litigation skills at this 

yearôs VLP CLE, ñHandling a Removal Case in Immigration 

Court.ò 
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DIVORCE 

BRYAN G. BROCKWAY, Esq.  has been volunteering 

with VLP since at least 1990 (which is as far back as outr 

database goes).   Since 1990, he has taken over 40 cases and 

has logged 335 pro bono hours, not including his work on the 

3 cases he currently has 

open.   Although in the 

early years he handled 

both bankruptcy and 

divorce cases for VLP, 

since 2002 his work has 

concentrated on divorces 

and specifically divorce 

defendants.    No matter 

how difficult the case is he 

says ñsend it overò and in 

fact, he has never said no 

to any of our requests. 

We always rely on him to take our more difficult cases which 

include out of state defendants, those who are coming to us at 

the eleventh hour and those who are totally confused and 

overwhelmed by the whole process.     Although his main 

office and most of his practice is in Randolph, NY, he always 

makes arrangements to see our clients here in Buffalo.   

UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE BENEFITS 

CHRISTOPHER SZCZYGIEL, Esq., is now a staff 

attorney at Legal Services for the Elderly, Disabled or 

Disadvantaged of WNY (LSED).  Before joining LSED, Chris 

dedicated many hours to 

VLPôs unemployment 

program.  In the last year, 

Chris has worked on more 

than twelve unemployment 

hearings and appeals.  óOn 

the booksô his work totals 

upwards of 118 hours of 

service, although Chris 

spent additional time 

helping on countless other cases by doing research or 

discussing case strategy that is not accounted for by that 

figure.  The unemployment program surely would not have 

been as successful this year without Chrisôs dedication, 

willingness to handle difficult cases/clients, and enthusiasm to 

learn this area of practice.   

 

FEDERAL COURT 
JODYANN GALVIN, ESQ., a partner at Hodgson Russ 

LLP and the President of the WDNY Chapter of the Federal 

Bar Association, was one of the 

first people that Chief Judge 

Skretny approached to assist in 

developing the Pro Se 

Assistance Program (PSAP) in 

Federal Court.  Jodyann remains 

an important member of the 

PSAP team, volunteering her 

time, energy and skills to 

making the PSAP a success.  

She assisted in developing and 

implementing a CLE program to introduce this limited scope 

legal assistance program to federal court attorneys.  She 

recruited a core group of PSAP volunteers, and continues to 

spend countless hours to increase this group of impressive 

volunteer attorneys.  Jodyann also volunteers her time and 

skills to assist pro se litigants at the PSAP, and mentors law 

student volunteers at the PSAP.   Because of Jodyannôs 

involvement, the Pro Se Assistance Program has a roster of 34 

skilled federal court litigators, many of whom are new VLP 

volunteers, who provide an invaluable service to the Court and 

the community.   

NOT FOR PROFIT GROUPS 

ANTHONY D. MANCINELLI, Esq. is a partner at 

Harter, Secrest & Emery, LLP and our award winner in the 

Not for Profit category. When the New York Not For Profit 

Revitalization Act Law was passed this year, Tony (who is 

also a member of the VLP Board of Directors) immediately 

advised VLP about the new requirements. In addition, he 

provided pro bono representation to VLP and 2 other not for 

profit groups that needed help updating By-Laws and policies 

to be in compliance with the new requirements.  Tony also 

helped VLP to plan 

and produce an event 

at which 24 not for 

profits heard a 

presentation on the 

new law and then met 

individually with one 

of the 18 volunteer 

attorneys present to 

assist them with 

updating their By-

Laws and policies. 



п 

 

LAW FIRM COMMITTMENT 

For tax years 2011 and 2012, over 1,000 Immigrants in Buffalo 

were victims of a massive fraud by a Tax Preparation firm 

which has resulted in a Federal Indictment and guilty plea in 

Federal Court this summer.  Many of the victims, who are now 

being audited, are left ñon the hookò for what totals millions of 

dollars of wrongfully 

obtained refundable credits, 

much of which went to the 

disreputable tax preparer.  

The IRS has taken the 

unusual step of 

acknowledging that the 

individuals will not be 

assessed a ñpenaltyò for the 

fraudulent credits claimed 

on their returns, because they did not speak or read English and 

were unwilling participants in fraudulent scheme.  

Unfortunately, the IRS position is that they must still pay back 

all of the improper refunds, with interest.   

The law firm of ANDREOZZI, BLUESTEIN, WEBER, 

BROWN, LLP offered to help and in a big way.  Attorney 

Michael J. Tedesco, Esq., had already taken several Tax 

Cases, pro bono from VLP and indicated that the firm wanted 

to play a bigger role in helping their community.  Randall P. 

Andreozzi, Esq., attended an Outreach Event at the 

Burmese Community Center, sponsored by VLP to assist 

victims of the fraud and to assist with interviews, brought with 

him Justin Andreozzi and Heather L. Schmidt, both recent Law 

School graduates working at the firm and awaiting admission 

to the NY Bar.  In addition to having provided advice to all 

who attended our outreach event, the firm has taken on full pro 

bono representation of 11 clients before the IRS this calendar 

year.  Justin and Heather are working under the supervision of 

the two attorneys, Michael and Randall.  Justin has even been 

coming to our offices to meet with clients to review 

documentation and sign papers, where we have arranged to 

have interpreters since most of the clients do not speak 

English. 

Clearly without the participation of Andreozzi, Bluestein, 

Weber, Brown, LLP, VLP would not have had sufficient 

resources to assist the amount of victims of this fraud that have 

come forward. 

 

 

 

LAW FIRM PRO BONO COORDINATOR 

AWARD 

JOSHUA FEINSTEIN, ESQ., continues Hodgson Russ 

LLPôs long standing commitment to pro bono legal assistance 

in our community as the firmôs Pro Bono Partner. He 

encourages attorneys and staff at Hodgson Russ to support 

VLP with their time, skills, and passion.     He is a champion 

for VLPôs pro bono initiatives. He 

recognizes the importance of the 

good work of our pro bono 

attorneys, and generously provides 

support when we give him a call. 

As pro bono partner, Josh is ready, 

willing and able to assist. He leads 

by example.  He represents his firm 

on the 8th Judicial District Pro Bono 

Committee and Large Law Firm 

Subcommittee.   He oversees the 

firmôs participation in the Attorney of the Morning eviction 

defense program.   He is a valued pro bono attorney at VLPôs 

Pro Se Assistance Program in Federal Court.   He provides 

firm support for the National Green and Healthy Homes 

initiative. He is an active participant on the Say Yes Buffalo 

Legal Task Force, and has committed his firmôs support for the 

upcoming Say Yes Buffalo legal clinic initiative.  Joshua has 

demonstrated strong pro bono leadership not only with his 

firm, but also in the legal community as a whole.  

SOLO PRACTICIONER 

JOSHUA E. DUBS, ESQ. is a solo practitioner who has 

provided over 200 hours of pro bono services over the past 5 

years.  More than just providing quantity, we always know that 

Josh can be counted on to provide quality and compassionate 

representation for our clients. 

This past year, he has worked 

on 7 name change cases, 2 

related tort defendants, and 1 

last minute will. In addition, he 

helped out at Attorney of the 

Morning 10 different times.  He 

was scheduled to be the AOM 

on 4 of those days.  On the 

others, he was at City Court and 

stopped to see if we needed any help and ended up handling a 

case or two. This past Law Day Josh was awarded the 

prestigious New York State Bar Association President's Pro 

Bono Award for the Eighth Judicial District in recognition of 

the pro bono work he has provided to VLP clients. 
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LITIGATION AWARD 

JENNIFER A SHAH, Esq. is an Associate at Phillips 

Lytle LLP.  Jennifer successfully handled a VLP case that 

was difficult legally, emotionally and logistically.  The client 

was a severely disabled 75 year old woman that VLP and 

NLS have represented in different matters for the past 30 

years. About 25 years ago, 

VLP arranged for a volunteer 

attorney to represent this 

client.  He and his wife 

befriended her even though 

they never been in the same 

room with her since she has a 

medically documented 

extreme case of Multiple 

Chemical Sensitivity which 

prevents her from leaving her 

specially equipped home and 

extensive precautions are 

required before anyone can enter.  When the client was about 

to lose her specially equipped home, the attorney and his wife 

bought a home, hired a contractor to specially prepare the 

home and then transferred a life estate to the woman.  The 

contractor knew the woman because he had done some work 

at her previous home.  He talked with the woman about what 

she wanted in the house.  She told him some wish list things, 

but said that the contractor needed to clear it with the 

attorney/owner.  The contractor never got the permission of 

the attorney and some work done under the original contract 

was not up to specifications. The attorney hired another 

contractor to fix the work and to get estimates about the value 

of the extra work done by the first contractor.  He concluded 

that he had been greatly overcharged for the work that he 

never authorized and only paid what he considered to be fair 

value for that work.  The contractor sued the attorney, his 

wife and the client, even though she was not a party to the 

contract. That is when Jennifer Shah entered the picture to 

defend the client.  Jennifer needed to defend the client 

without being able to meet her face to face, needed to discuss 

documents even though printed papers could not be sent to 

the client, needed to conduct discovery with a client that 

could not leave the house or have visitors.  After 80 hours of 

diligent and challenging pro bono work, Jennifer was able to 

get a stipulated dismissal of the case.  Instead of walking (or 

running) away, Jennifer asked if she could also assist the 

client with another issue she was having.  That case is 

currently on-going.  

 

JUDICIAL AWARD 

HON HUGH B. SCOTT, US Magistrate Judge, is a busy 

Federal Magistrate in the WDNY with an impressive resume 

of community involvement.  He is a long-time friend of VLP, 

dating back to his days as Assistant Attorney General-in-

Charge of the Buffalo Regional Office of the New York State 

Department of Law and later as a Judge in Buffalo City 

Court.  Most recently, Judge Scott accepted an invitation to 

serve as the Co-Chair of the Say Yes Buffalo Legal Task 

Force.   In this role, Judge Scott has been instrumental in 

guiding the development of the Say Yes legal clinic 

initiative.  He facilitated, hosted and moderated two 

successful kick-off events to introduce the Say Yes legal 

clinics to Buffaloôs Top 50 law firms.  He is dedicated to 

helping close the access to justice gap and making a 

difference for vulnerable people facing the loss of the basic 

necessities of life who cannot afford an attorney.  His stature 

in the community gets others interested in helping, but Judge 

Scott also puts his own time into the effort and is always 

quick to ask, ñWhat else can I do to help?ò  
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NEW YORK STATE BAR ASSOCIATION 

EIGHTH  JUDICIAL DISTRICT PRO 

BONO AWARD 

Joshua Dubbs, Esq., A solo 

practitioner, 

Joshua Dubs 

was recognized 

for performing 

in excess of 60 

hours of pro 

bono service 

with VLP. 

Joshuaôs 

service involved defending 48 eviction 

proceedings, eight name changes, three 

wills, and two tort claims. Joshua is a go-

to volunteer, someone who can be 

counted on to accept a complex case or 

one that requires immediate attention. 

ñHe seems to never say ónoô when we 

ask him for help. He even tells low-

income clients that try to hire him in his 

private practice to go through VLP and 

that he will take their cases pro bono.ò 

BAR ASSOCIATION OF ERIE COUNTY 

SPECIAL SERVICE AWARD 

Dilma Rosales. VLP paralegal Dilma 

Rosales was 

recognized for her 

work in 

coordinating 

VLPôs Attorney 

of the Morning 

Program through 

which volunteer 

lawyers provide free representation to 

low income residents facing eviction in 

Buffalo City Court.  Ms. Rosales 

dedicated twenty years of service to VLP 

prior to her retirement in late 2013.   

 

NEW YORK STATE BAR ASSOCIATION  

EMPIRE STATE COUNSEL 

OUTSTANDING PRO BONO VOLUNTEER 

AWARD 

Lisa A. Coppola, Esq.  Ms. Coppola, a  

seasoned litigator 

with over 25 years 

of experience , was 

recognized for the 

over 250 pro bono 

hours she dedicated 

to assisting an 

Eritrean family win their Asylum case.  

When asked about her experience Ms. 

Coppola said ñIt all comes back to 

meaningful work and the opportunity to 

live oneôs integrity by advocating for 

deserving people who faced their 

misfortune with nothing but courage, 

fortitude and gentle tenacity.ò 

 

NEW YORK STATE BAR ASSOCIATION , 

SENIOR LAWYER AWARD  

Frank  Longo, Esq., Frank Longo 

pursued a legal career 

later in life, following 

a distinguished career 

as a teacher and school 

administrator. While in 

law school he began 

volunteering with 

VLP. Upon graduation 

he worked for several 

years as a Law Guardian, after which he 

worked as a dedicated confidential law 

clerk to a Family Court Judge. Retiring 

in 2012, Mr. Longo again contacted VLP 

and offered to volunteer. As a volunteer, 

Mr. Longo handled non-parent petitions 

for custody and visitation in Family 

Court. Last year he worked on seven 

such cases, providing more than 60 hours 

of pro bono service. Described as ñan 

extremely valuable volunteer,ò Mr. 

Longo also volunteers at the Family 

Court Help Desk which provides limited 

scope advice to unrepresented litigants. 

Besides his vast experience in Family 

Courts matters, Mr. Longo has a calm 

and compassionate demeanor which 

enables him to handle some of the more 

difficult and emotionally draining cases 

involving the safety and well-being of 

minor children. In each case, Mr. Longo 

has made a tremendous difference in the 

lives of the endangered child and the non

-parent client.  

 

BAR ASSOCIATION OF ERIE COUNTY, 

REV. A. JOSEPH BISSONETTE 

PRO BONO AWARD 

James DeMarco, III., Esq.,  James 

Demarco  has 

handled 85 cases 

representing more 

than 640 

volunteer hours. 

Over the years, 

DeMarco has 

earned seven VLP 

Pro Bono Awards 

in three different categories and won a 

NYSBA Presidentôs Pro Bono Award for 

his volunteer work through VLP. ñHe 

takes some of the most difficult or messy 

cases and he often takes them on short 

notice,ò according to the Awards 

Committee report. ñYet, he always treats 

his VLP clients with respect and 

compassion and goes the extra mile to 

represent them.ò  He has achieved 

outstanding results for his VLP clients. 
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The following attorneys have taken their pro bono obligation to heart and have provided 

pro bono legal services through VLP on at least one case during 2014.   

Many thanks to each of you. 

!ŘŀƳǎΣ 9ǳƎŜƴŜ tΦ 
!ŘŘŜƭƳŀƴΣ 5ŀǾƛŘ wΦ 
!ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊŜΣ CŜƭƛǇŜ 
!ƭƻƛΣ /ƘŜǊȅƭ 
!ƳƛƎƻƴŜΣ bƛŎƘƻƭŀǎ tΦ 
!ƳƻŘŜƻΣ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ 
!ƴŘŜǊǎƻƴΣ !ƴƴ [Φ 
!ƴŘŜǊǎƻƴΣ wȅŀƴ 
!ƴŘǊŜƻȊȊƛΣ wŀƴŘŀƭƭ tΦ 
!ƴǘƘƛǎΣ {Φ [ŜŜ 
!ǇŀΣ Wƛƭƭ !Φ 
!ǉǳƛƴƻΣ aŀǊƪ 
!ǊŎƘŜǊΣ 5ŀǾƛŘ 
!ǊŎǳǊƛΣ YǊƛǎǝƴ [ŀƴƎŘƻƴ 
!ǊǘƘǳǊǎΣ /ƘǊƛǎǝƴŀ IΦ  
!ǳŜǊōŀŎƘΣ /ƻǊŜȅ 
!ǳƎǳǎǝƴŜΣ WƻǎŜǇƘ aΦ 
!ȅŜǊǎΣ 9Ƴƛƭȅ /Φ  
.ŀǊŘΣ WƻƴŀǘƘŀƴ 
.ŀǊǊŜǧΣ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ 
.ŀǊǘƘΣ tƘƛƭƛǇ /ΦΣ LLL 
.ŀǳŜǊΣ WŀƳŜǎ aΦ 
.ŀǳƳΣ Iƻƭƭȅ 
.ŜŎƪΣ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ WΦ  
.ŜŎƪŀƎŜΣ WŜƴƴƛŦŜǊ !Φ 
.ŜŎƪŜǊΣ tŀǳƭ 
.ŜŜōŜΣ [ȅŘƛŀ  
.ŜƴƎŀǊǘΣ {ǘŜǾŜƴ .Φ 
.ŜƴƴŜǧΣ 5ƛŀƴƴŜ 
.ŜǊŀǊŘƛΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘƻǇƘŜǊ  
.ŜǊǘƻȊȊƛΣ {ŀǊŀƘ 
.ŜǎǝƴŜΣ YŀǘƘŜǊƛƴŜ 
.ƛŎŜΣ [ŀǿǊŜƴŎŜ 
.ƛǊƴƘƻƭȊΣ !ƭŀƴ 
.ƭŀŎƪƘŀƭƭΣ WŜƴƴƛŦŜǊ 
.ƭŜǿŜǧΣ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ 
.ƻǊƎŜǎŜΣ CǊŀƴƪ 
.ƻǊƻǿǎƪƛΣ aŀǧƘŜǿ 
.ƻǎǝŎƪΣ YŜƴƴŜǘƘΣ WǊΦ 
.ƻǳǉǳŀǊŘΣ [ŜŀƘ 
.ǊŀŘȅΣ 5ŀƴƛŜƭ 
.ǊŀǳƴΣ .ŜǾŜǊƭŜȅ 
.ǊŜŜƴΣ [ŀǳŜƴ 
.ǊŜƴƴŀƴΣ ¢ŜǊǊŀƴŎŜ /Φ 
.ǊŜƴƴŜǊΣ .ŀǊōŀǊŀ 
.ǊŜƴƻƴΣ WƻƘƴ DΦ 
.ǊƻŎƪΣ 5ŀǾƛŘ 
.ǊƻŎƪǿŀȅΣ .Ǌȅŀƴ 
.ǊƻǿƴΣ 5ŜƴƛǎŜ 
.ǊƻǿƴΣ aŀǊŎ /Φ 
.ǊƻǿƴΣ aƛŎƘŜƭŜ 
.ǊƻǿƴǎǘŜƛƴΣ WƻŜƭ 
.ǊǳƴŜŀΣ /ƘǊƛǎ ¢Φ 
.ǳŎƪƛΣ /ǊŀƛƎ wΦ 
.ǳŎƪƭŜȅΣ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ CΦ  
.ǳƴŘǘΣ aŜƭƛǎǎŀ 
.ǳǎŎŀƎƭƛŀΣ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ 
.ǳǎŎŀƎƭƛŀΣ YŀǊŀ 
.ǳǎǎƛΣ bƛŎƘƻƭŀǎ /Φ  
.ǳȅŜǊΣ aŀǊǘƘŀ 
/ŀŎŎƛŀǘƻΣ [ƻǳƛǎ aΦ 
/ŀƭŀƘŀƴΣ 9ǊƛŎ aΦ  
/ŀƭŀōǊŜǎŜΣ YȅƭŜ 
/ŀƴǘǿŜƭƭΣ 9ŀǊƭ YΦΣ LL 
/ŀǊŘŀǊŜƭƭƛΣ !ƴǘƻƴƛƻ 
/ŀǊǊΣ !ƭŀƴŀ tΦ 
/ŀǎŜȅΣ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ WΦ 
/ŀǎǎŀƴƻΣ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ wΦ 
/ŀǎǘŀƭŘƻΣ WŜƴƴƛŦŜǊ 
/ŜƭŀƴƛΣ WƻƘƴ 5Φ  
/ƘŀƴΣ aŀǊȅ 
/ƘŜƴΣ Wƻŀƴƴŀ 
/ƘƛŀǊƛΣ DŜǊŀƭŘ 
/ƘƛǊƛōƻƎŀΣ WΦ /ƘǊƛǎǝƴŜ  
/ƘǊƛǎǘƻǇƘŜǊǎŜƴΣ ²ŜƴŘȅ 
/ƛŀƳōǊƻƴŜΣ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ 

/ƛŎŎŀǊŜƭƭƛΣ tŀǘǊƛŎƛŀ 
/ƛƳŀǎƛΣ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ 
/ƛǎƴŜǊƻǎ ±ƛƭŎƘƛǎΣ .ǊŜƴŘŀ 
/ƛǳǊŎȊŀƪΣ 5ƛŀƴŜ 
/ƻŘƧƻǾƛΣ WŀƳƛŜ [Φ  
/ƻƘŜƭŜȅΣ aŀǊƛǎǎŀ 
/ƻƘŜƴΣ YŜƴƴŜǘƘ !Φ 
/ƻƭŀƛŀŎƻǾƻΣ 9Ƴƛƭƛƻ [Φ 
/ƻƭŀƛŀŎƻǾƻΣ YƛƳōŜǊƭȅ 
/ƻƭōȅΣ WŜǊŜƳȅ 
/ƻƭǳŎŎƛΣ 9ƭƛǎŀōŜǘƘ 
/ƻƴŘƻƴΣ YŜǾƛƴ /Φ 
/ƻƴƪƭƛƴΣ wƻōŜǊǘ 
/ƻƴŜƭƭΣ aŀǊȅ !ƴƴŜ 
/ƻƴǎƻƭƛΣ 5ŀƴƴƛƴŜ 
/ǊŀƴŘŜƭƭΣ tŀǘǊƛŎƪ 
/ǊŀǿŦƻǊŘΣ wȅŀƴ 
5ŀǾƛŘȊƛƪΣ .ǊŀŘ 
5ŀǾƛǎΣ 9ǎǘŜƭƭŜ 
5ŀǾƛǎΣ WŀƳŜǎ !Φ 
5Ŝ CǊŜƛǘŀǎΣ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ !ΦhΦ 
5Ŝ aŀǊŎƻΣ WŀƳŜǎ /Φ 
5Ŝ tǊƛƳŀΣ Dƛƴŀ aŀǊƛŜ 
5Ŝ wƻǎŜΣ 9ƭƛǎŜ aΦ 
5ŜƎƴŀƴΣ YǊƛǎǘŜƴ 
5ŜǳǎŎƘƭŜΣ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ !Φ 
5ŜǾƛƴŜΣ !ƴŘǊŜǿ 
5ƛ tƛǊǊƻΣ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ 
5ƻƴŀƎƘǳŜΣ /ƭŀƛǊŜ 
5ƻƴŀǘŜƭƭƛΣ !ƭŀƴ 
5ƻƴŀǘƘŜƴΣ WŀƳŜǎ 5Φ 
5ƻǊƭƛŀŜΣ /ŜŎƛƭŜ aŀǘƘƛǎ 
5ǳōǎΣ WƻǎƘǳŀ 
5ǿȅŜǊΣ .ŜƴƧŀƳƛƴ 
5ȅƭŀƴΣ !ƴŘǊŜǿ 
9ŀƎŀƴΣ DŀȅƭŜ 
9ōŜǊƭΣ /ŀǘƘŜǊƛƴŜ .Φ  
9ƳŜǊǎƻƴΣ [ŀǳǊŀ 
9ǊŀŎŀΣ bŀƴŎȅ 
9ǾŀƴǎΣ !ƴƴŜ /Φ  
CŀƭǾŜȅΣ WǳƭƛŜ 
CŀȅΣ tŀǘǊƛŎƛŀ !Φ  
CŜƛƴǎǘŜƛƴΣ WƻǎƘǳŀ 
CŜǊƴŀƴŘŜȊΣ bƻŜƳƛ 
CŜǊƻƭŜǘƻΣ WƻƘƴ tΦ 
CƛƭōŜǊǘΣ {Ƙŀƴƴƻƴ 
CƛǳǘΣ WŜũǊŜȅ 
CƭŀƴƴŜǊȅΣ WŜƴƴƛŦŜǊ 
CƭŜƳƛƴƎΣ !ƴŘǊŜǿ tΦ  
Cƭȅƴƴ YƻȊŀǊŀΣ !ōƛƎŀƛƭ 
CƻƛǘΣ /Φ YŜƴƴŜǘƘ 
CƻƭŜȅΣ DŀōǊƛŜƭƭŜ 
CǊŀȊŜ DŀƭōǊŀƛǘƘΣ /ƭŀƛǊ 
CǊŜŜŘƳŀƴΣ WŜũǊŜȅ aΦ 
CǊŜƛŘŦŜǊǝƎΣ 5ŀǾƛŘ  
CǊƛŜŘƳŀƴΣ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ WΦ 
DŀōǊƛŜƭŜΣ ±ŀƴŜǎǎŀ 
DŀƭǾƛƴΣ WƻŘȅŀƴƴ 
DŀƴƴƻƴΣ WƻǎŜǇƘ ¢Φ 
DŀǊƎŀƴƻΣ .ŜǊƴŀŘŜǧŜ 
DŀǊǾŜȅΣ YŀǘƘƭŜŜƴ 
DŀǘƘƛƴƎǎΣ tŜǘŜǊ 
DŀǳƎƘŀƴΣ 5Ŝƴƴƛǎ /Φ 
DŜƭōŜǊΣ wƻǎǎ 
DŜǿƻƭōΣ WƻǎƘǳŀ 9Φ  
DƛōōƻƴǎΣ YŜƴƴŜǘƘ ²Φ 
DƛōōƻƴǎΣ YŜǾƛƴ 
DƭȅƴƴΣ 9ǊƛŎ 
DƻƭŘǎƳŀƴΣ aŀǊƪ 
DǊŀōŜǊΣ ¢ƛƳƻǘƘȅ 
DǊƛŜŎƻΣ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ 5Φ  
DǊƛƳƳΣ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ !ΦΣ LLL 
DǊƻǎŎƘŀŘƭΣ [ŀǳǊŀ 
DǊƻǎǎōŜǊƎΣ YŜƴƴŜǘƘ 
DǳŜǊǊŀΣ WƻǎŜǇƘ aΦΣ LLL 
DǳƎƛƴƻΣ wŀƴŘȅ IΦ 

DǳǇǘŀΣ {ƘŜŜƭŀ 
IŀƎŜƴΣ aŀǧƘŜǿ 
IŀǇŜƳŀƴΣ {Ŏƻǧ 
IŀǊƎŜǎƘŜƛƳŜǊΣ 9ƭōŜǊǘΣ LLL 
IŀǊǊƛƴƎǘƻƴΣ WŜũǊŜȅ 
IŀǊǘƳŀƴΣ 5ŀƴƛŜƭ 
IŀǎƘƳƛΣ YŀƳǊŀƴ 
IŀǎƛƻǝǎΣ DŜƻǊƎŜǧŜ 
IŀǿǘƘƻǊƴŜΣ ¢ƛƴŀ 
IŀȊŜƭŘŜŀƴΣ {ǳǎŀƴ 
IŜŀǊȅΣ wƻōŜǊǘ 
IŜƳŜƴǿŀȅΣ !Ƴȅ 
IŜƴƴŜǎǎȅΣ ¢ƛƳƻǘƘȅ WΦ 
IŜǊŘȊƛƪΣ WǊΦΣ aŀǧƘŜǿ .Φ 
IŜǊƳŀƴΣ !ǳŘǊŜȅ wƻǎŜ 
IƛŎƪŜȅΣ 5ŀǊƛŎŜ [Φ 
IƛƴŘǎΣ IŀǊƻƭŘ 
IƛƴŜǎΣ tŀǘǊƛŎƪ 
IƻũƳŀƴΣ wŜōŜŎŎŀ 
IƻƎŀƴΣ {ǳǎŀƴ {Φ 
IƻƭŘǎǿƻǊǘƘΣ /ƘǊƛǎǝƴŀ DΦ  
IƻǇǇŜΣ .ŜǊƴŀŘŜǧŜ aΦ 
IƻǇǇŜΣ .ǊŀŘƭŜȅ 
IƻǊƴΣ WƻƘƴ 
IǳƎƘŜǎΣ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ 
LŜǊŀŎƛΣ CǊŀƴƪ 
LƭŜŎƪƛΣ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ 
LǊƛȊŀǊǊȅΣ wŀƳƻƴ 
WŀǿƻǊǎƪƛΣ /ƘǊƛǎǝƴŜ 
WŀǿƻǊǎƪƛΣ aȅǊƛŀƘ 
WŀȅΣ IƻǇŜ wΦ 
WƛǾŀΣ ¢ŀƧ 
YŀǘȊΣ 9ƛƭŜŜƴ 
YŜŀƴŜΣ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ 
YŜŀǊƴŜȅΣ YŜǾƛƴ aΦ  
YŜƭƭȅΣ 5ŀƴƛŜƭ tΦ  
YƛƳΣ aƛƴǊȅǳ {ŀǊŀƘ 
YƴƻŜǊΣ wƻōŜǊǘ 9Φ 
YƻƘŀƴŜΣ 5ŀƴ 5Φ 
YƻƭŀƎŀΣ WƻƘƴ 
YƻƭŎƘΣ YƛƳōŜǊƭȅ 
YƻƭƪŜƴΣ aŀǧƘŜǿ 
YƻǊŜƴΣ .ǊǳŎŜ YŜǾƛƴ 
YƻȊƭƻǿǎƪƛΣ {ǘŜũŀƴƛŜ 
YǊŀŜƴƎŜƭΣ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ 
YǊǳƎŜǊΣ WǳƭƛŜ 
[ŀ CŜǾŜǊΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘƻǇƘŜǊ wΦ 
[ŀƳŀǊǉǳŜΣ {ǘŜǇƘŀƴƛŜ hΦ  
[ŀƳŀǊǊŜΣ /ƻƭƭŜŜƴ 
[ŀƴŜΣ wƻōŜǊǘΣ WǊΦ 
[ŀǳōΣ 5ŀǾƛŘ 
[ŀǳŘƛǎƛƻΣ aŀǊƪ 
[ŀȊŀǊǳǎΣ WŀƳŜǎ !Φ 
[ŜƴƘŀǊŘǘΣ /ƭŀȅǘƻƴ 
[ŜǎǘŀƪΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘƻǇƘŜǊ 
[ƛƴƪΣ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ 
[ƻŎƘƴŜǊΣ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ 
[ƻƴƎƻΣ CǊŀƴƪ 
[ƻǾŀƭƭƻΣ ¢ƛƳƻǘƘȅ wΦ 
[ƻǿŜΣ !ƳŀƴŘŀ 
[ǳŎƛƴǎƪƛΣ wȅŀƴ 
aŀŎtƘŜǊǎƻƴΣ {Ŏƻǧ 
aŀƘƻƴŜȅΣ 5ŀǾƛŘ WΦ 
aŀƘƻƴŜȅΣ wȅŀƴ 
aŀƴŎƛƴŜƭƭƛΣ !ƴǘƘƻƴȅ 
aŀƴƴƛƭƭƻΣ WŜũǊŜȅ 
aŀǊƎǳƭƛǎΣ wŀƴŘȅ {Φ 
aŀǊƪǎΣ YŜƭƭȅ 
aŀǊǊŀΣ /ŀǘƘŜǊƛƴŜ 
aŀǊǊŀƴŎŀΣ aƛƴŘȅ 
aŀǊǊŜǊƻΣ wŀŎƘŜƭ YΦ  
aŀǊǎȊŀƭƪƻǿǎƪƛΣ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ 9Φ 
aŀǊǝƴΣ 9ƛƭŜŜƴ aΦ 
aŀǩƴƎƭȅΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘƻǇƘŜǊ 
aŎ!ƭƭƛǎǘŜǊΣ .ǊǳŎŜ 
aŎ/ŀōŜΣ wŀȅƳƻƴŘ 

aŎ/ƻȅΣ 5Ŝƴƴƛǎ 
aŎ/ǊŜŀŘȅΣ aŀǳǊŜŜƴ !Φ 
aŎ5ƻƴŀƭŘΣ YŀǘƘƭŜŜƴ aΦ 
aŎYŜƴƴŀΣ [ƛƴŘǎŀȅ aΦ  
aŎbŀƳŀǊŀΣ aŀǊƪ 
aŎ[Ŝŀƴ {ƛŀƴŀ 
aŜŀŘƻǿǎΣ {ƘŜǊǊŜŜ 
aŜŜƪǎΣ aŀǊƛƻ 
aŜƭōŜǊΣ .Ǌƛŀƴ 
aŜǩƭƭŜΣ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ 
aŜǘȊƎŜǊ-YƛƳǳǊŀΣ WŜƴƴƛŦŜǊ 
aƛƭƭŜǊΣ !ƴŘǊŜǿ 
aƻŘƛŎŀΣ CǊŀƴŎƛƴŜ 9Φ 
aƻƴǘŀƴƛΣ hǊƛŀƴŀ 
aƻǊŀƴΣ aŜƎŀƴ 
aƻǊǊƛǎǊƻŜΣ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ 
aǳŜƭƭŜǊΣ 5ŜŜƴŀ 
aǳǊŎƘƛŜΣ bŜǾƛƴ 
aǳǊǊŜǧΣ WƻƘƴ /Φ 
aǳǎǎŜƭƭΣ WŜǎǎƛŎŀ 
bŀŎŎŀΣ WƻƘƴ 
bŀƎŜƭΣ /ŀǘƘŜǊƛƴŜ 
bŀǾŀǊǊƻΣ /ƛƴŘȅ tΦ 
bƛŎƘƻƭǎΣ !ƴƴ 
bƛŎƘƻƭǎΣ Wƻƴ !ƭƭƻƴ 
bƛǎŜƴƎŀǊŘΣ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ 
bƻƎǳŜǊŀǎ-¢ǊǳƳƳŜǊΣ 
[ȅƴŜǧŜ 
bƻǎŜƴŎƘǳŎƪΣ {ƘŀǊƻƴ 
hΩ/ƻƴƴŜƭƭΣ .ǊƛŘƎŜǘ aΦ 
hΩbŜƛƭƭΣ .ŀǊōŀǊŀ 
hũŜǊƳŀƴƴΣ CǊŀƴŎƛǎ 
hƭƛǾƛŜǊƛΣ wƻōŜǊǘ 
hǊǝȊΣ !ƴŘǊŜ 
hǎƎƻƻŘΣ {ƘŀǊƻƴ !ƴǎŎƻƳōŜ 
hǎǿŀƭŘΣ tƘƛƭƭƛǇ !Φ  
tŀƭƭŀŘƛƴƻΣ !ǎƘƭŜŀ [Φ 
tŀǊǘƘŀǎŀǊŀǘƘȅΣ wŜƳƭŀ 
tŀǊȊȅƳƛŜǎƻΣ {ǳǎŀƴ 
tŀǳƭƛƴƻΣ WŜƴƴƛŦŜǊ 
tŜǊƭŜȅΣ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ 
tŜǊǎƻƴƛǳǎΣ wƻŘƴŜȅ hΦ  
tƘŀǊǊΣ wƻōȅƴ DΦ 
tƘƛƭƭƛǇǎΣ DŀǊȅ aΦ  
tƘƛƭƭƛǇǎΣ aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘ [Φ  
tƛƎƴŀǘŀǊƻΣ wŀŦŀŜƭ 
tƻƭƻǿƛǘȊΣ {ǘŜǾŜƴ IΦ  
tƻǳƭƻǎΣ !ƳōŜǊ 
vǳŀǊǘŀǊƻƴŜΣ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ 
vǳƛƴƭŀƴΣ [ŀǿƭƻǊ 
vǳƛƴƴΣ /ƻǳǊǘƴŜȅ 
wŀŎƪƛΣ Wŀǎƻƴ 
wŀƴŘƻƭǇƘΣ {ŀƭƭƛŜ 
wŜŜǎŜΣ aŜƭƛǎǎŀ 
wŜƛŎƘ [ȅƴŎƘΣ WŜǎǎƛŎŀ bΦ  
wŜƛŎƘΣ {ƘŀǊƛ Wƻ 
wŜƴƴƛŜΣ !ǾŜƴ 
wƛŎƘŀǊŘǎΣ WŜǊŜƳȅ 
wƛŘŀƭƭΣ .ŀǊōŀǊŀ 
wƛŜŘŜƭΣ DŜƻǊƎŜ WǊΦ 
wƻŀŎƘΣ tŀǘǊƛŎƪ 
wƻōƛƴǎƻƴΣ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ /Φ  
wƻǎŎƛƎƭƛƻƴŜΣ aŀǊƛŀ 
wƻǎǎΣ tŀǳƭŜǧŜ 9Φ 
wƻǎǎƛΣ YŀǊŀƭȅƴ 
wƻǳƎŜǳȄΣ 5ŜōǊŀ /Φ 
wƻǳȄΣ DŜǊŀǊŘ wΦΣ LL 
wǳōƛƴǎǘŜƛƴΣ 9Ǿŀ 
wǳōƛƴǎǘŜƛƴΣ {ǘŜǾŜƴ 
wǳǇǇΣ wΦ !ƴǘƘƻƴȅΣ LLL 
{ŀƴŘƛǎƻƴΣ ¢ǊƛǎƘ 
{ŀǳŜǊΣ .ŀǊōŀǊŀ !Φ 
{ŀȅƪƛƴΣ !ŀǊƻƴ 
{ŎƘŀŜũŜǊΣ 5Ŝƴƴƛǎ YΦ 
{ŎƘŀǳǎΣ .ŀǊōŀǊŀ 
{ŎƘƳƛŜŘŜǊΣ WŀƴŜ 

{ŎƘǳƭŜŦŀƴŘΣ YŜƛǘƘ 
{ŎƘǳƭǘȊΣ 9ǊƛŎ 
{ŎƘǿŀŎƘ-aƛŜŎǎƴƛƪƻǿǎƪƛΣ 
aƛŎƘŜƭƭŜ 
{ŎƛŀƴŘǊŀΣ {ǘŜǇƘŀƴƛŜ 
{ŎƛƴǘŀΣ WƻǎŜǇƘ 
{ŎƛƻǊǝƴƻΣ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ !ƴǘƻƴ 
{ŎƛǊŜƳŀƳƳŀƴƻΣ CǊŀƴƪ 
{ŜǧŜ-/ŀƳŀǊŀΣ [ŜƻƴŀǊŘƻ 
{ƘŀƘΣ WŜƴƴƛŦŜǊ !Φ  
{ƘŀƘǊŀƳΣ bŀŘƛŀ 
{ƘŀǇƛǊƻΣ 5ŀǾƛŘ !Φ 
{ƘŀǘƪƛƴΣ aŀǊŎ 
{ƘƻƴƴΣ 5ŀƴƛŜƭ 5Φ WǊΦ 
{ƘƻǊǘΣ 9ƳŜƭƛŀ 
{ƛƎŜǝΣ YǊƛǎǘƻǇƘŜǊ 
{ƛƭǾŜǊǎǘŜƛƴΣ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ 
{ƛƳƻƴΣ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ 
{ƪƻƭŀǊΣ {ƘŜŀ 
{ƳƛǘƘΣ {ƘŜƭŘƻƴ 
{ƳȅǘƻƴΣ WŀƳŜǎ ²Φ  
{ƻƳƳŜǊǎΣ /Ǌƻǎōȅ 
{ǇŜǊǊŀȊȊŀΣ 5ŀƴƛŜƭ WΦ 
{ǘŀŘƭŜǊΣ WƻǎŜǇƘ 
{ǘŜũŀƴΣ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ 
{ǘŜǊƎƛƻƴΣ WŜƴƴƛŦŜǊ 
{ǝƭƭŜǊΣ 5ƻǳƎƭŀǎ 
{ǝƳǎƻƴΣ !ƴŘǊŜǿ 
{ǘƻŜǎǎŜƭΣ {ŀǊŀ 
{ǘƻǊǊΣ !ƳōŜǊ 
{ǘǳƭƳŀƪŜǊΣ aŀǊƪ 
{ǳƎŀǊƳŀƴΣ {ǘŜǾŜƴ wΦ 
{ǳƻȊȊƛΣ tŀǳƭ 
{ǳǧŜƭƭΣ [ŀǳǊŜƴ 
{ǾƛǎŎƻΣ wƻǎŀ {Φ 
{ǿƛƊΣ {ƘŀǊƻƴ !Φ  
{ȊŎȊȅƎƛŜƭΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘƻǇƘŜǊ 
¢ŀƭƳǳŘΣ wŜōŜŎŎŀ WΦ 
¢ŀȅƭƻǊΣ {ǳȊŀƴƴŜ 
¢ŜŘŜǎŎƻΣ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ WΦ  
¢ŜǊǊŀƎƴƻƭƛΣ WƻŜƭ 
¢ŜǎǎŜȅƳŀƴΣ CǊŀƴŎƛǎΣ WǊΦ 
¢ƘƛōƻŘŜŀǳΣ tŀƳŜƭŀ  
¢ƻƪŀǊŎȊȅƪΣ .ǊŜǧ 
¢ƻƳƪƛƴǎΣ {ǳȊŀƴƴŜ 
¢ƻǊǊŜǎΣ CǊŀƴŎƛǎŎƻΣ WǊΦ  
¢ǊƛƎƛƭƛƻΣ WƻƘƴ [Φ 
¢ǳǊƴŜǊΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘƻǇƘŜǊ 
¦ǊōŀƴƛŀƪΣ Wŀǎƻƴ !ŀǊƻƴ 
±ŀƴ 5ŜǧŜΣ WŀƳŜǎ aΦ 
±ŀǊŀǾŜƴƪŀǘŀǊƳŀƴΣ wŀŘƘƛƪŀ  
±ŀǎƛƭƛƻƴΣ tŜǘŜǊ tΦ  
±ŜƴƪƻǾŀΣ ±ŜǊŀ 
±ŜǊǘƭƛŜōΣ ¸ǾƻƴƴŜ !Φ 
²ŀƭƪŜǊΣ wŜƎƛƴŀ 
²ŀƭǎƘΣ WƻƘƴ .Φ  
²ŀǊŘΣ 5Ŝƴƴƛǎ 9Φ 
²ŜōŜǊΣ /ƻǊȅ 
²ŜƛƴǊƛŜōΣ tƛŜǘŜǊ 
²ŜƛǎƘŀŀǊΣ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ 
²ŜƭǎƘΣ .Ǌƛŀƴ 
²ŜǧƭŀǳŦŜǊΣ /ŀǘƘŜǊƛƴŜ 
²ƘƛǧŜƳƻǊŜΣ 5ŀǾƛŘ 
²ƛŜƴǎΣ ²ŀƭƭŀŎŜ 
²ƛŜǎŜǊΣ WƻƘƴ 5Φ 
²ƛǎƴƛŜǿǎƪƛΣ 5ŀƴƛŜƭ 9Φ 
²ƻƧǘŀƴΣ DŀǊȅ WΦ 
²ƻƭǘŜǊΣ {ǘŜǇƘŀƴƛŜ 
²ƻƻŘǿŀǊŘΣ [ŀǳǊŜƴŎŜ 
²ǊŀȊŜƴΣ .ǊŀƴŘƻƴ 
²ǊƛƎƘǘΣ !ƴŘǊŜǿ 
²ǊƛƎƘǘΣ WŜǊƛ 
¸ŀƭŜ-[ƻŜƘǊΣ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ 
¸ƻǳƴƎΣ 5ŀƴƛŜƭ 
½ŜƛǎΣ 9ǊƛŎŀ aΦ   
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VLPôs Immigration Project employs four full-time 

attorneys. Some of our work is funded by the U.S. 

Department of Justiceôs Executive Office for Immigration 

Review, via the Vera Institute of Justice,  to conduct legal 

orientations and pro se workshops to men and women 

detained by U.S. immigration authorities for removal.  

We also recruit, train and mentor pro bono attorneys to 

represent both detained and non detained non-citizens in 

removal proceedings, focusing primarily on asylum cases 

and waivers for long-term permanent residents.  

The Immigration Project is also funded through 

Neighborhood Legal Services, to represent non-citizen 

survivors of domestic violence and human trafficking so 

that they may obtain special relief under U.S. immigration 

laws. Given our work, we serve on the WNY Human 

Trafficking Task Force and Alliance along with law 

enforcement agencies and other organizations.  

Finally, through a contract with the U.S. Department of 

Health and Human Services via the Vera Institute of 

Justice, we represent non-citizen unaccompanied minors 

who are in foster care to obtain permanent residency 

through special immigrant juvenile provisions of the law. 

We also handle select naturalization cases. 

ñLast week I was able to accept and start my first job. Many people ask 

me why Iôve chosen to accept such a low paying, poor hour job. I want to 

tell them because I finally can. I want to tell them because when an 

employer asks if Iôm authorized to work, I can proudly tell them yes, I 

want to tell them because for once in my life instead of always expecting 

a hand out or hand up, Iôm earning a part of my living ...because I can 

finally see the light at the end of the tunnel.ò 

A young mother and daughter 

from Central America were both 

unaccompanied minors in foster 

care.  Our older client had 

suffered horribly in her home 

country after members of a drug 

cartel kidnapped her from her 

middle school and forced her 

into domestic and sexual 

servitude. While hostage, she 

became pregnant and gave birth 

to a daughter.  Although our 

client and her daughter 

eventually managed to escape 

back to their family, our older 

clientôs parents fled the 

countryôs gang violence and 

abandoned her.  Without family 

support, our client made the 

difficult decision to seek safety 

in the U.S. On arrival, both 

clients were placed in foster 

care.  With the help of a 

dedicated family court attorney, 

we obtained family court 

predicate orders to allow both 

clients to apply for special 

immigrant juvenile status.  We 

later successfully helped both 

clients apply for permanent 

residence.  

SPOTLIGHT 

 ON  

 IMMIGRATION 
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VLPôs Unemployment Insurance Benefits program 

serves individuals throughout Western New York in 

obtaining or maintaining their entitlement to receive 

unemployment insurance benefits (UIB).  The program is 

primarily funded by a grant from the Office of Court 

Administration.   

We help clients during the application process for 

benefits, as well as with direct advocacy with the New 

York State Department of Labor.  Representation during 

these preliminary steps is offered in an attempt for 

clients to be found eligible for benefits without the need 

for a hearing.  The main focus of the program is to 

provide legal representation to individuals at 

unemployment hearings.  The program also handles 

select unemployment appeals. In 2014, we won 

$146,420 in retroactive benefits for our clients.    

The program also trains and mentors pro bono attorneys 

to handle unemployment matters.   

ñI really appreciate the fact that someone believed my story and thought 

I was worth defending.  There is someone looking out for the little guy!ò SPOTLIGHT 

 ON  

 UNEMPLOYMENT 

Client came to VLP when his 

benefits were stopped when 

the Department of Labor 

claimed that he refused a 

reasonable offer of 

employment. The client had 

refused to return to his prior 

employment because his 

prior employer was verbally 

abusive, called him names, 

mocked his weight, and made 

jokes of a homosexual nature 

about him.  VLP represented 

the Claimant and 

successfully argued that his 

refusal to return to a work 

environment filled with such 

harassment established good 

cause for his refusal of the 

job offer.  The Claimant was 

awarded nearly $6000 in 

retroactive benefits.   
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At the Family Court Help Desk in Erie County Family 

Court, clients can speak to an attorney prior to filing 

their petition or prior to their court appearance.  

Our goal is to help inform unrepresented litigants of the 

Family Court process and rules. We also hope to reduce 

the number of unnecessary petitions that are filed, and to 

reduce the number of proper petitions dismissed due to 

issues with petition drafting or filing.  

Clients are also provided with general information that 

helps the client navigate Family Court more effectively. 

This information includes: referrals to programs that may 

be able to represent the client; information about 

Assigned Counsel and how to obtain an attorney through 

the program; and general advice regarding the court 

process for clients who are unfamiliar with the 

procedure, particularly explaining what occurs at the first 

court appearance and what the client can do to prepare 

for Court. 

ñI was very depressed because I couldnôt visit my grandchildren, now 

Iôm very happy, it was like a weight was lifted off me. Thank you!ò 

A child support matter 

had been flagged for 

domestic violence by the 

Magistrate.  The victim 

was then sent over to the 

Help Desk for advice and 

potential assistance with 

a Family Offense 

Petition.  The Volunteer 

Attorney spent over an 

hour with the victim, 

answering all of her 

questions, giving her all 

of her options and 

assisting her with a 

Family Offense Petition 

and Order to Show 

Cause.  Thanks to the 

Volunteer Attorneyôs 

thorough assistance, the 

victim was able to obtain 

a ñstay-awayò Order of 

Protection that same day 

and seek refuge at a local 

battered women's 

shelter.   

SPOTLIGHT 

 ON  

 FAMILY COURT 
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The Positive Individuals and Families Project serves people 

living with HIV/AIDS in all eight (8) counties of Western 

New York.   

Funded by the New York State Department of Health, the 

project has a special focus on creating end of life plans and 

care and custody plans for individuals and families facing 

HIV/AIDS. In partnership with Neighborhood Legal 

Services, the project also provides generalist civil legal 

services  covering such topic areas as: health care issues, 

family law, discrimination, confidentiality, debtor/creditor 

issues, housing issues, public benefit issues, and tax issues. 

Attorneys in the Positive Individuals and Families Project 

are also very involved in community outreach and provide 

training to community members and service providers on 

the HIV Confidentiality Law, and other issues surrounding 

HIV status and disclosure.   

ñ(VLP) helped me re-establish a relationship with my son and 

my grandson.  (My VLP attorney) was an excellent attorney. She 

was honest with me and always kept me informed as to the status 

of my case.ò  

SPOTLIGHT 

 ON  

 POSITIVE  

INDIVIDUALS & 

FAMILIES 

Client came to VLP for 

help with end of life 

planning. Unfortunately, 

because the client was still 

married to her long time 

estranged husband, she 

could not bequeath her 

home in the way that she 

wanted.  VLP agreed to do 

a divorce for the client in 

addition to  a will, 

healthcare proxy and 

power of attorney. The 

clientôs health took a turn 

for the worse prior to the 

finalization of the divorce. 

VLP was able to visit the 

client in Hospice and  

execute clientôs will with a 

spousal waiver just two 

days prior to the clientôs 

passing thereby insuring 

that her property was 

bequeathed according to 

her wishes. 



мн 

2014 marks the 24th year trained volunteer attorneys, 

assisted by VLP staff and student volunteers,  

represented low income clients facing eviction in Buffalo 

City Court through our Attorney of the Morning Project 

(AOM).   This highly successful program, replicated 

across the country, helps vulnerable families in our 

community avoid homelessness.   

 

Clients consult with a VLP attorney who will assist them 

in negotiating a settlement with their landlord or in 

arguing their case in front of the judge. AOM is also a 

valuable experience for our volunteer attorneys, 

providing them the opportunity to complete client intake, 

negotiate with opposing counsel, and argue before the 

court. 

ñIt took a lot of stress off (us) and we learned more of how to be a 

tenant and we know our rights as tenants and you were there to help 

us! Thank you!ò 

A mother of two had lost 

her job and recently gone 

on public assistance.  In 

the process she had fallen 

3 months behind on her 

rent and the landlord had 

brought a non-payment 

eviction.  Our volunteer 

attorney was able to get 

the landlord to stipulate to 

give the woman time to go 

back to the Department of 

Social Services for 

emergency housing 

assistance, where she 

obtained a Letter of 

Guaranty from the County 

to pay the landlord the 

delinquent 3 monthsô 

rent.  The family avoided 

homelessness, the landlord 

got paid, and the County 

will be paid back in small 

increments over time. 

SPOTLIGHT 

 ON  

 AOM 
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DIVORCE: VLP has a long history of representing 

people seeking as well as defending a divorce. VLP assists 

low income clients who fall through the gaps created by 

other programsô rules.   Divorce is a subject matter where 

we always have a long list of clients waiting to be referred 

to a pro bono attorney.  VLP has a group of attorneys 

committed to handling pro bono divorces, relieving a great 

deal of stress for both the clients and the VLP staff. 

BANKRUPTCY: We see many individuals and families 

who are in need of a fresh start, facing the loss of their 

homes or garnishment of an already insufficient income.  

Our bankruptcy volunteer attorneys do an outstanding job 

representing our clients in bankruptcy proceedings to 

protect their property and their income. 

TAX: The number of people unable to pay their income 

tax obligations has increased over the past few years.  In 

addition, even those who are trying to pay their taxes can 

have trouble understanding and complying with our 

complex system of tax laws and end up in trouble.  VLP 

attempts to assist low income taxpayers who have 

controversies with the IRS by providing advice and, when 

needed, representation before the IRS concerning the 

establishment and collection of income tax obligations.  

ñ(My attorney) fought hard for me. He was not intimidated by the other 

attorney. He would not make a bad deal for me just to hurry the case up.  

My ex-husband and his attorney were shocked when I walked into court 

with an attorney this time...I needed so much help with my ex-husbandôs 

constant court bullying. Thank you so much for everything. I sincerely 

needed your help.ò  

SPOTLIGHT 

 ON  

 TAX 

A refugee who did not speak 

English, came to VLP after 

the IRS disallowed Taxpayer's 

younger brother as a 

Qualifying Child for Earned 

Income Tax Credit (EITC). 

The client could not produce 

birth records, because the 

family fled their native 

country of Burma without any 

identity documentation.  VLP 

was able to convince the IRS 

to accept the Household 

Registration Document the 

family obtained from a 

Refugee Camp prior to 

coming to the United States in 

conjunction with current 

School Records. VLP 

successfully persuaded the 

IRS to reduce the tax 

assessment from $3,888, 

down to $588. 




