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In each of its 35 years, the Volunteer Lawyers  

Project has faced a variety of challenges; some 

constant, many changing.  Looking back on 2016,  

we were honored to assist many of Buffaloôs newest residents, including many unaccompanied 

minors and victims of human trafficking. We continued the important work of eviction defense, 

assisting the unemployed, handling family law matters, and helping our clients resolve disputes with 

the IRS. Without the support of the barðboth financially, and in many thousands of volunteer 

hoursðand the dedication of our staff, Western New York would be a less welcoming place. We owe 

deep and sincere thanks to all of you. 

 

During 2016, VLP staff and volunteers represented clients in 4,023 cases, benefiting 9,934 people. Of 

these cases, local attorneys provided pro bono service on 2,507 cases, benefiting 6,687 people. We 

also provided information and referral service to over 2,500 more people. 

 

If a single word could describe 2016, we would chose ñnavigate.ò  No, we did not send volunteers or 

staff on long voyages, or provide travel assistance. But many VLP programs assisted eligible clients 

in navigating the legal system. The Family Court Help Desk, the Federal Pro Se Assistance Program, 

and the Attorney of the Morning Program each provided on-the-spot assistance to individuals in 

Family, Federal, and City Court. These programs not only help clients, but assist those courts in their 

important work. 

 

The Say Yes Legal Clinics, based in the Buffalo Public Schools, involved volunteer lawyers helping 

parents access organizations and services that can address their legal needs. Matching clients with the 

organizations that can address their circumstances is extraordinarily valuable, and the success of the 

Say Yes Clinics is proof. Making connections, and matching clients with the resources available to 

them, will continue to be a big part of VLPôs mission. 

 

In sum, 2016 was a very good year for VLP. We are honored, and thankful, to be part of such a 

worthwhile organization. And with your help, we hope to help more Western New Yorkers, provide 

more opportunities for volunteers, and help make our legal system a little easier to navigate. We hope 

you will assist VLP in this important work. 

 

Best wishes, 

2 0 1 3  
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SPECIAL SERVICE AWARD 

CHRISTINE BIGGIE began working at VLP in 1991. 

Since that time, she has continuously been courteous in 

her treatment of members of the legal profession; 

efficient in handling of her duties; cooperative with 

members of the legal profession; and willing to extend 

herself for the good of the legal profession and the 

public. 

Over the years, Ms. 

Biggie has filled many 

roles at VLP. She is 

observant and proactive 

to better serve our 

volunteers and clients.  

Because she knows and 

works with so many of 

our  volunteers, she has 

always been at the heart 

of our award winner 

selection process.  

During her 25 years at 

VLP, Ms. Biggie has 

become the face of VLP for many lawyers in the 

community. She is the one that they have talked to about 

potential pro bono cases through VLP. She calls lawyers 

to see if they will handle a particular pro bono case. 

Many lawyers report that that they have a hard time 

saying no to Chris ï not because she is pushy, but 

because she is so nice and courteous to deal with. Behind 

the scenes, she works to expertly match the right case 

with right volunteer. 

She is also the person that the pro bono lawyers have 

provided their case updates to, received their CLE credits 

from, and turned to with a wide array of questions and 

pleas for help.  Ms. Biggie was hired as a legal assistant, 

but many years ago her title was changed to Volunteer 

Attorney Coordinator because of the work that she does 

to coordinate and support attorneys that are providing pro 

bono work through VLP. She helps lawyers to ñdo 

good,ò and is well liked and admired in the legal 

community, as evidenced by her receipt of this 

prestigious award.  Congratulations Chris. 

      Kevin Kearney, Christine Biggie 

BAR ASSOCIATION OF ERIE COUNTY AWARDS 

REV. A. JOSEPH BISSONETTE PRO BONO AWARD 

KATHERINE J. BESTINE, Esq. has a long, rich history 

demonstrating her commitment to pro bono. Ms. Bestine began 

serving as our Attorney of the Morning (AOM) in Buffalo City 

Court defending eviction cases and accepting a pro bono divorce 

case in 1991. In over 25 years, she has accepted a total of 165 

total cases to date. She has represented clients in multiple 

divorce, child support, custody, paternity, and eviction defense 

cases. Ms. Bestine has logged over 755 pro bono hours on the 

164 cases that she has closed and 

currently has another divorce that she is 

working on for VLP.   

Ms. Bestine has not only handled a 

large number of cases, but has also 

taken on difficult cases requiring skill 

and tenacity to protect the clientôs 

position. She takes some of our most 

difficult and problematic cases. Ms. 

Bestineôs calming influence on fragile 

divorce clients and volatile situations 

has been of enormous importance. VLP 

often handles cases that many attorneys 

may not take on pro bono.  

While VLP was operating its Haven House Counsel & Advice 

Clinic for victims of domestic violence, Ms. Bestine was a 

trusted and frequent volunteer. She would spend a few hours 

meeting with victims of domestic violence, listening to their 

stories, and advising them of their legal options. She helped 69 

clients at our Haven House Clinic. This emotionally difficult 

work truly impacted the lives of those that she assisted.  

Over the years, Ms. Bestine has won two individual VLP Pro 

Bono Awards. She won the VLP Haven House Pro Bono Award 

in 1998 and the VLP Pro Bono Award for Divorce 

representation in 2012. We recognize her for her continual 

willingness to take on difficult and time-consuming pro bono 

cases. 

Ms. Bestine has sat on the VLP Board of Directors since 1998. 

She previously served a term as president and is the 

representative of the Womenôs Bar Association of New York. 

As president, she was involved and accessible, spending much 

time behind the scenes helping VLP in its mission. Currently, 

she serves on the VLP Boardôs Nominating Committee and on 

its LSC Regulations Committee. This award recognizes Kathy 

Bestineôs incredible dedication. As Father Bissonette made a 

lifetime commitment, this award named in his honor is truly a 

lifetime achievement award.  

Katherine  Bestine 
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RAYMOND N. McCABE, Esq., is a partner at Barclay 

Damon and a volunteer attorney with VLP. He was the rep-

resentative of the NYSBA Presidentôs Pro Bono Award for 

the Eighth Judicial District 

In 2015, Mr. McCabe performed over 75 hours of pro bono 

work on three post-matrimonial Qualified Domestic Rela-

tions Orders (QDROôs) and assisted six not-for-profit groups 

through VLP.  

Mr. McCabe takes on QDRO cases (post-divorce pension 

distribution), which are some of our most difficult cases to 

find pro bono lawyers to handle, and has handled pro bono 

cases through VLP since 1995. By 2011, he had logged over 

200 pro bono hours over the years.  

Mr. McCabeôs firm (formerly Hiscock Barclay) won VLP 

Pro Bono Awards for ñLaw Firm Commitmentò in 2011 and 

2013. Each time, he was 

specifically acknowledged 

for his excellent contribu-

tion to the firmôs pro bono 

effort through VLP. He 

mentors and motivates the 

associates at his firm to get 

involved with VLP. 

A few years ago, Mr. 

McCabe was called upon 

to act as a consultant/

mentor in a VLP QDRO 

matter. Our client was fac-

ing the possibility of losing 

pension income, which 

would have left her destitute. Mr. 

McCabe spent many hours explaining the pension law back-

ground and formulating strategies. 

Mr. McCabeôs work with not-for-profit groups has been 

outstanding. He has helped free medical clinics and food 

pantries incorporate, file for tax exempt status, and undergo 

successful reorganizations. He has assisted groups in com-

plying with the New York Not-for-Profit Revitalization Act. 

This work impacts the specific not-for-profit that he helps, 

which leads to that group providing service to hundreds or 

thousands of local low-income people. He has referred not-

for-profits to VLP for help with his personal guarantee that 

once they are qualified through VLP, he would represent 

them. He has always carried through on those promises. 

Mr. McCabe has handled a large number of cases, put in a 

large number of pro bono hours, and made an immense im-

pact on clients and the community. He has been of great 

help to VLP and our overall coordination of pro bono work. 

He always treats his VLP clients with respect and with com-

passion. In the words of a former client, ñHe helped us tre-

mendously.ò    

EIGHTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT  

NYSBA PRESIDENTôS PRO BONO AWARDS 

PHILLIPS LYTLE, LLP, was the recipient of the New 

York State Bar Association 2016 Presidentôs Pro Bono Award 

for Mid-Size Law Firms. They received this prestigious 

award for their outstanding commitment to pro bono service 

through VLP. William Brennan, Esq., a well-respected part-

ner at Phillips Lytle, volunteers as the firmôs pro bono part-

ner. He coordinates hundreds of hours of pro bono legal ser-

vices by the firmôs 80 attorneys in their Buffalo office, and 

attends numerous community events sponsored by VLP. Mr. 

Brennan has also sat on VLPôs Board of Directors for 14 

years.  

Phillips Lytle attorneys are one of the backbones of our award 

winning Attorney of the Morning (AOM) program. Since 

2000, Phillips Lytle attorneys have represented an astonishing 

1,435 clients, working diligently and professionally to save 

tenancies and prevent homelessness. Phillips Lytle regularly 

provides an eviction defense CLE for their attorneys, and 

generously opens these programs to their colleagues in the 

Western New York legal community.  

Phillips Lytle is a proven community leader actively involved 

in the Say Yes Buffalo Legal Clinics. David McNamara, Esq., 

managing partner, embraced Say Yes Buffalo and committed 

to providing limited-scope legal assistance to families of Buf-

falo Public School students. William Brennan provides strong 

leadership on the Say Yes Buffalo Legal Task Force. He fa-

cilitates ongoing CLE programs for Phillips Lytle attorneys to 

learn about pro bono legal services in Buffalo through the Say 

Yes Legal Clinics. The firm has also opened up these training 

programs to colleagues at five other Buffalo law firms in-

volved in the Say Yes Legal Clinics. Since January 2015, 

Phillips Lytle attorneys have provided critical legal assistance 

to 42 families at these clinics. A total of 14 attorneys have 

volunteered nearly 50 hours of pro bono legal assistance at 

the Say Yes Legal Clinics. Their work has been tremendously 

important to our clients.  

The generosity of Phillips Lytle attorneys has changed the 

lives of countless children in Buffalo Public Schools, who are 

now able to better focus on school because of reduced ñlegal 

noiseò from their households. Philips Lytle is truly a pro bono 

community leader in Buffalo, NY, providing 3,371 hours of 

pro bono legal services in 2015.  

We further recognize Phillips Lytle as a major financial sup-

porter of VLP. In 2015 & 2016, they were a Benefactor Firm, 

our highest category for financial support. The firm is also a 

Gold Sponsor of our annual Champions for Justice Bash, 

again, our highest category for financial support of this fund-

raiser. 

Raymond McCabe 

MID-SIZED LAW FIRM 
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2016 WOMAN LAWYER OF THE YEAR 
 

GAYLE TOWNE MURPHY, Esq., VLPôs Pro Bono 

Coordinator, received The Women Lawyers of Western New 

York 2016 Woman Lawyer of the Year Award. Ms. Murphy 

was selected for her notable legal  work,  commitment  to 

public  service  and  pro  bono services,  and  support  of  the 

advancement of women in the legal profession. Throughout 

her established career, Ms. Murphy has demonstrated a tireless 

commitment to mentoring women in the practice of law, 

fostering diversity in the legal profession, and increasing the 

number of attorneys who provide pro bono legal services. At 

VLP, Ms. Murphy works with law firms, private attorneys, 

and bar associations to increase awareness about the value of 

pro bono legal services. She also collaborates with SUNY 

Buffalo Law School to  recruit and train law student 

volunteers at VLP. Ms. 

Murphy is involved 

with the attorney 

emeritus program, 

supporting attorneys 

over the age of 55 who 

are interested in the 

benefits of providing 

pro bono legal 

services. Her success is 

based on the personal 

relationships she 

establishes with the 

law firms, attorneys, 

judges, court personnel, 

law faculty, law students, and key community stakeholders in 

order to educate on the importance of ñspeaking for those who 

are not heard.ò 

Prior to joining VLP, Ms. Murphy had a private law practice 

for over 20 years, focusing on childrenôs rights and the rights 

of individuals with disabilities. She was a special education 

teacher, an instructor and student teacher supervisor in the 

exceptional education department at Buffalo State College, 

and a clinical legal education instructor at UB Law School. 

She also practiced at Neighborhood Legal Services  and  Legal 

Services for the Elderly, Disabled, or Disadvantaged of WNY, 

and served  on the Attorney  for  the  Child  Panel  for  the  

Appellate Division,  Fourth  Judicial  Department.  In addition, 

Ms. Murphy has served as a court appointed attorney and 

court evaluator in Article 81 guardianship proceedings.  

Ms. Murphy is active in the legal community, and is a member 

of the New York State and Erie County Bar Associations. She 

is the co-chair of the pro bono committee of the WNY Chapter 

of the Womenôs Bar Association of the State of New York and 

formerly served on the board of directors for Legal Services 

for the Elderly, Disabled, or Disadvantaged of WNY, Inc. 

Gayle Towne Murphy 

CAROL A. CONDON 

OUTSTANDING NEW LAWYER 
 

With great pride, VLP congratulates Senior Immigration Staff 

Attorney, EMMA L. BUCKTHAL, Esq., as the 2016 recipient 

of the Carol A. Condon Outstanding New Lawyer Award.  In a 

few short years, Emma has made a tremendous positive impact 

on the lives of people living in extraordinarily difficult 

circumstances.  Beginning as a law student ready to change the 

world, Emma has remained true to her convictions.  She began 

volunteering at VLP in 2007 as a law student and stayed with 

VLP after graduation in 2010.  

Ms. Buckthalôs practice is uniquely focused on representing 

immigrant survivors of domestic violence, human trafficking, 

and sexual assault.  She managed VLPôs unaccompanied 

children program from 2015 until early 2016. Her hard work 

often stretches into evenings and weekends to make certain her 

clients receive the representation they deserve.  She literally 

helps save clientsô lives by helping victims escape from their 

oppressors.   

Ms. Buckthalôs work extends beyond her caseload.  She is a 

leader within our regionôs immigration, human trafficking and 

domestic violence communities.  She advocates for immigrant 

victims of human trafficking as the non-governmental 

organization (NGO) attorney representative on the WDNY 

Human Trafficking Taskforce and Alliance and frequently 

speaks at their public events.  

Emma coordinates representation of victims with our areaôs 

social services agencies.  She also coordinates with law 

enforcement agencies to make sure that undocumented crime 

victims can safely report crimes when they are too scared to 

seek out help. Emma personally accompanies her frightened 

clients to ensure they feel safe and supported when reporting 

their experiences to law enforcement. 

Ms. Buckthal recruits, trains, and supports attorneys to 

volunteer with VLPôs Immigration Program. She provides 

strong leadership and supervision for many UB law student 

volunteers. She is involved with numerous state and local 

professional groups, including WBASNY, BAEC, NYSBA, 

UB Law Alumni Association, and AILA (American 

Immigration Lawyers Association)-where she is their Upstate 

NY Chapter Pro Bono Liaison and the Fall 2012 Chapter 

Conference Article Peer Reviewer.   

Ms. Buckthal is an outstanding new lawyer who makes a 

difference in the lives of her clients.  She is a role model for us 

all, and we know she will continue working hard and looking 

to find that glimmer of goodness in each of her clientsô 

difficult situations.  

WOMEN LAWYERS OF 

WESTERN NEW YORK 

WOMENôS BAR  

ASSOCIATION OF THE 

STATE OF NEW YORK  

WNY CHAPTER 
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ATTORNEY OF THE MORNING 

KRISTOPHER M. SIGETI, Esq., began 

volunteering at VLP in January 2015, shortly after 

attending our free eviction defense CLE. Over the past 

two years, his dedicated work at AOM has helped 

hundreds of Buffalo residents and their families avoid 

the trauma of losing their homes. He skillfully and 

compassionately works with our frightened and often 

confused clients, explaining the legal process in a way 

they can understand.  

In the past year, Mr. Sigeti 

volunteered at AOM on 18 

days, representing an 

remarkable 142 clients. Since 

January 2015, he represented 

a total of 232 clients, 

volunteering 96.93 hours. 

Notably, Mr. Sigeti was our 

volunteer on December 23,   

  2015, when he prevented 

homelessness during the holiday season for 15 clients.  

Our staff describes him as smart, kind, and patient; a 

dependable volunteer who makes himself available, 

often at the last minute, to fill in for other pro bono 

attorneys. Mr. Sigeti also serves as our second attorney 

on days when the AOM docket is   

staggering. His superb negotiating skills are essential at 

AOM. He also fills a great need at VLP by 

representing our divorce clients. We are grateful to Mr. 

Sigeti for his commitment to access to justice for our 

communityôs most vulnerable people.  

                              

 
BRIDGET M. OôCONNELL, Esq.  is a 

fundamental component of the success of the Family 

Court Help 

Desk. 

Since its 

inception, Ms. 

OôConnell has 

been 

instrumental in 

recruiting 

volunteer 

attorneys, 

working with 

Family Court 

staff, and 

mentoring 

student interns. She has been available as a last 

minute help desk volunteer and continues to support 

the help desk by assisting in furthering its 

development. 

As a lawyer and social worker, Ms. OôConnell 

understands the importance of civil legal services as a 

part of the array of services that help people with 

unmet needs. Over the years, she has consistently 

supported and promoted VLP, and facilitated pro 

bono attorneys in her roles with the Courts and 

various local bar associations. 
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WƻǎŜƭȅƴ bƛŜǾŜǎΣ YǊƛǎǘƻǇƘŜǊ {ƛƎŜǝ 

VLPôs award winners at 

the Awards Reception 

preceding the 9th Annual 

Champions for Justice 

Bash, December 1, 2016. 

Robert Elardo, Bridget OôConnell,  Gayle Murphy 

VLP ñVIPò                    
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FAMILY COURT HELP DESK  

ELIZABETH ñELIò J. CIAMBRONE Esq., began 

volunteering at the Family Court Help Desk shortly after 

it opened in 

October 2013. 

Since then, she 

has volunteered at 

the help desk 75 

times and assisted 

283 clients, for a 

total of 162 

volunteer hours.  

In 2016 alone, 

Ms. Ciambrone 

volunteered 34 

times and helped 

140 Family Court 

clients. Her expertise and familiarity with Family Court 

practice helps her quickly assess each pro se clientôs 

unique situation to deliver sound legal advice, even 

when seeing several clients in one afternoon. She also 

found time to provide full representation in a pro bono 

child support case.    

 

FEDERAL PRO SE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

PERSONIUS MELBER, LLP attorneys began 

volunteering at the Federal Pro Se Assistance Program 

during the summer of 2014. With 100% participation, 

Rodney Personius, Brian Melber, and Scott Hapeman 

can each be counted on to volunteer at least once each 

semester, and are always willing to cover for a 

colleague. Overall, the firmôs attorneys have 

volunteered 18 times, providing crucial legal advice and 

assistance to 31 Federal Court pro se litigants who are 

often confused by the complex Federal Court rules. 

Misters Personius, Melber, and Hapeman also spend 

significant time mentoring law student volunteers who 

assist at the program. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

{ƘŜƭōȅ aŀǊƻǎŜƭƭƛΣ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ /ƛŀƳōǊƻƴŜ 

{Ŏƻǧ IŀǇŜƳŀƴΣ DǊŜƎƻǊȅ aƛƭƭŜǊΣ .Ǌƛŀƴ aŜƭōŜǊΣ   

IƻƴΦ tŀǳƭŀ CŜǊƻƭŜǘƻΣ wƻŘƴŜȅ tŜǊǎƻƴƛǳǎ 
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LAW FIRM PRO BONO COORDINATOR 

ERIN L. CODY, Esq., is an associate at Rupp Baase 

Pfalzgraf Cunningham, LLC. Shortly after she began 

volunteering with VLPôs 

Immigration Program, Ms. 

Cody began developing a firm-

wide pro bono initiative. It did 

not take Ms. Cody long to 

channel the firmôs charitable 

spirit and strong community 

commitment into a pro bono 

policy within the firm.  

After our initial meeting with 

Ms. Cody in early 2016, she 

quickly and capably obtained the support of the firmôs 

partners. The firm adopted a Say Yes Legal Clinic in 

the summer of 2016 and organized CLE programs to 

promote its pro bono commitment. Ms. Cody is the 

firmôs resource for pro bono referrals. 

Because of Ms. Cody, Rupp Baase Pfalzgraf 

Cunningham attorneys have a regular presence at 

Attorney of the Morning eviction defense, helping 

protect our clients from homelessness. In total, Rupp 

Baase Pfalzgraf Cunningham attorneys volunteered 

over 267 hours and handled 104 cases. 

 

LAW STUDENT 

COLLEEN MOONAN is a 3L student at SUNY 

Buffalo Law School. Ms. Moonan started volunteering 

for the Family Court Help Desk in February 2016 

through the law schoolôs Pro Se 

Assistance Program. She continued 

volunteering through the summer. As 

an intern, Ms. Moonan was always 

ready to assist in last minute research 

assignments, help with program 

development, and help recruiting law 

students to the Family Court Help 

Desk and to VLP. 

  

                             

JUDICIAL 

HON. PAUL G. BUCHANAN.,  

retired Family Court Judge, has 

played an important role to the 

success of VLPôs Say Yes Legal 

Clinics. Judge Buchannan is an active 

member of the Say Yes Buffalo Legal 

Task Force. Family law questions are 

some of the most frequently raised 

questions at legal clinics. Judge 

Buchanan is instrumental in providing 

support for our pro bono attorneys, 

obtaining memos of law and fact 

sheets on frequently occurring family law questions for 

our volunteer attorneys. Additionally, he has visited each 

of the legal clinics. A supporter of restorative justice and 

alternate dispute resolution (ADR), Judge Buchannan is 

quick to share his wealth of knowledge in these areas with 

the Legal Task Force and our volunteer attorneys, and is 

taking the lead in developing a policy statement regarding 

ethical issues. 

INCOME TAX CONTROVERSY 

HODGSON RUSS, LLPôs pro bono partners Joshua 

Feinstein, Esq., and Thomas W. Nelson, Esq., lead the firmôs 

tax practice area and international tax practice. They were 

quick to respond when we approached them about partnering 

with VLPôs Low-Income Taxpayer Clinic (LITC). Hodgson 

Russ tax attorneys attended a CLE to learn more about 

opportunities to provide pro bono legal assistance to low-

income clients with 

tax disputes. Under 

the direction of Mr. 

Nelson, the firmôs 

attorneys compile 

and submit offers in 

compromise to 

resolve clientsô tax 

debts. This 

partnership has been 

highly successful 

and the firm has 

agreed to accept one 

case per month, 

continuing to be a consistent supporter of VLP. 

Erin L. Cody 

Hon. Paul Buchanan 

/ƻƭƭŜŜƴ aƻƻƴŀƴ WŀƳŜǎ .ŀƴŘƻōƭǳΣ WǊΦΣ 5ŜǊŜƪ ²ƘŜŜƭŜǊ 
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IMMIGRATION 

BENJAMIN R. DWYER, Esq. is counsel at Nixon 

Peabody, LLP, where he normally litigates commercial 

and products liability cases. In May 2012, VLPôs 

Immigration Program met a Congolese citizen, a 

university student, who had fled his country after 

having been imprisoned and violently beaten as an 

active member of an opposition political party. He had 

hoped to go to Canada, where one of his native 

languages, French, is spoken, but was unsuccessful. 

Instead, he ended up 

facing removal 

proceedings in 

Buffalo and living in 

a local shelter. 

Shortly after we met 

the client, Mr. 

Dwyer agreed to 

represent the 

Congolese client, 

though he had no 

prior experience in 

this area of the law.  

Over five years, Mr. Dwyer appeared at least four times 

in Immigration Court on this clientôs behalfðthree of 

those appearances were half-day long trials. At his own 

expense, he flew an essential, but at his expense in 

order for the man to testify in Immigration Court; he 

recruited a pro bono handwriting expert to testify to the 

authenticity of letters sent from Africa; and he recruited 

a colleague to translate  documents and medical records 

that were vital in supporting his clientôs case. In the 

end, Mr. Dwyer gathered some 400 pages of supporting 

documentation for this case, and authored a pre-hearing 

brief and closing argument on asylum law for his 

clientôs claim.  

As though this case was not challenging enough, Mr. 

Dwyer turned his sights to another violent region of the 

world and agreed to take on cases of unaccompanied 

minors from Central America, and one from China. 

Most recently, he also made himself available for legal 

representation in the immediate aftermath of the ñtravel 

ban,ò when we were not certain whether nationals of 

the named seven countries were going to be admitted at 

the Peace Bridge. Fortunately, all of the permanent 

residents and nonimmigrant visa holders, whose 

attorneys were advised through VLP, were ultimately 

admitted to the U.S.A. 

 

DIVORCE 

CECILE M. DORLIAE, Esq., is a valued 

volunteer who has been representing VLP divorce 

clients since 1995. Cecile has spent over 267 hours 

assisting clients on 

108 cases. She 

gladly represents 

clients with 

complex cases and 

we can always 

count on her to 

provide quality 

representation. 

She is also a 

regular volunteer 

at the Family 

Court Help Desk. 

Ms. Dorliae is a 

first-rate, dependable volunteer who has always 

answered our call for help over the past 21 years. Her 

longstanding commitment is worthy of recognition.  

DIVORCE 

MINDY L. MARRANCA Esq., has been a 

respected VLP pro bono volunteer since 2007. Since 

then, she has spent 

309 hours assisting 

clients in 70 cases. 

She is currently 

working on five open 

VLP cases, including 

one in which the 

client requires an 

interpreter. She 

gladly accepts 

complicated cases 

that require a smart, 

direct approach.  

For example, Ms. 

Marranca represents a client who married several men 

over the years without divorcing the others. The 

matter was brought to light when the client realized 

she needed help defending herself in an annulment 

proceeding. Ms. Marranca is handling the matter by 

filing for divorce against one husband, while taking 

legal action to have the others marriages nullified. 

 

             Cecile M. Dorliae, Robert Elardo 

Mindy L. Marranca, Robert Elardo 
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Last year we honored five local law firms that had adopted 

the newly created VLP Say Yes Legal Clinics  in four Buffalo 

Public Schools. This year, we are honoring another firm, 

GIBSON McASKILL & CROSBY, LLP for their support 

of the Say Yes Program by completing training and co-

adopting a clinic in October 2015. Each week, the firm sends 

one or two lawyers to a Buffalo Public High School to help 

families of Buffalo Public School children to navigate through 

important legal problems that could affect not only the family, 

but also the childôs performance in school. As Federal 

Magistrate Judge Hugh Scott (co-chair of the Say Yes Legal 

Task Force) likes to say, these lawyers are helping to remove 

some of the legal noise that interferes with the childrenôs 

ability to learn. In addition, largely through the support of 

partner, Timothy Graber, Esq., Gibson McAskill & Crosby 

attorneys generously support our Immigration Program by 

representing clients in deportation proceedings, Attorney of 

the Morning eviction defense, and the Federal Pro Se 

Assistance Program. In 2016, the firmôs attorneys provided 

free legal assistance to 73 clients. 

Melissa Morton, Gregory Miller, Hon. Paula Feroleto, Timothy Graber 

9th Annual Champions for Justice Bash 














































