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A Joint Letter from Our President and CEQ:

Dear Friends:

We want to take this opportunity to thank VLP’s staff, Board, volunteers, funders and everyone who
has enabled VLP to have another successful year. We could not have such a positive impact on the
community without the support of each of you. The entire organization, and all of our clients,

appreciate all that you have done.

During 2013, VLP staff and volunteers represented clients in 2,951 cases, benefitting 7,494 people. We
also provided information and referral service to 2,761 more people. This work has been incredibly
important for our clients and their families. We helped keep families from becoming homeless, by
defending against tax foreclosures and evictions. We helped unaccompanied minors and immigrant
victims of human trafficking receive fair treatment under the immigration law. Our newest project was
the creation of a Family Court Help Desk, which not only assists litigants, but helps the court operate
more efficiently. The list could go on and on, but there is one constant; in each case VLP has had a
genuine impact on our clients’ lives, often helping them support and keep their families safe.

Thanks for helping us to provide all of this help to others. We look forward to an even more productive
2014, and hope for your continued support.

Kevin M. Kearney
President

Robert M. Elardo
Managing Attorney/CEO

(elebrating Our 30th Anniversary

VLP was created in
1983 as a joint project
of the Bar Association
of Erie County and
Neighborhood Legal
Services. After VLP
was established and
began to grow, the Bar
Association
incorporated VLP as a

separate not-for-profit
corporation in 1988.

The incorporation of
VLP helped facilitate
bringing increased
amounts of state and
federal dollars into Erie
County to support
VLP’s services. By

2013, the VLP staff had
grown from its original
3 to 17 and many of our
services are now
available in the
surrounding counties of
Western New York.

After 30 years, over
2,000 local attorneys
have represented over

27,000 clients on a pro
bono basis. During that
period, VLP (with its
staff and volunteers)

has represented over
55,000 clients and
provided information
and referral to

approximately 72,000
more people.



2013 PRO BONO AWARDS
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ATTORNEY OF THE
MORNING

MICHAEL J. METTILLE , Esq. is a
solo practitioner who served as our
Attorney of the Morning (AOM) 15 times
and represented 75 low income clients
facing eviction in the past year. He has
often saved the day by filling in at the last
minute when another lawyer had to
cancel. Michael has done an excellent
job of settling cases so that either the
tenancy was saved or the clients had extra
time before moving so that they did not
become homeless.

FAMILY LAW

FRANK J. LONGO, Esq. has been a
trusted volunteer since he spent time
volunteering in our office as a law
graduate in 1996. This year, he has
handled 5 non-parent custody cases in
Family Court. He is always willing to
take on our difficult Family Court cases
and he always goes the extra mile to
provide the clients with thorough and
expert representation. His combination of
life
successfully
negotiate not only the Court process, but

Family Court experience and

experience help him to

also complicated family situations that
often arise in non-parent custody cases.
Frank spent 23 hours completing 3 of the
cases and is currently working on 2 more.

AUDREY ROSE HERMAN, Esq. is an
associate at Gibbons & Stadler. She was
admitted to practice in February of 2012
and by June of 2012 she was following
the example set by the partners in the firm
and was volunteering with VLP. She has
already handled 4 non-parent custody
cases, including one complicated one that
she stepped in to handle for a VLP staff
attorney that went out on maternity leave.
handled
unemployment case and several shifts as

Audrey has also an

our Attorney of the Morning.

IMMIGRATION

KEVEN J. MULVEHILL, Esq., an
associate attorney at Phillips Lytle LLP,
handled the case of a detained individual
from Dominica, who, since 1998, was a
long-term lawful permanent resident. Mr.
Mulvehill’s  pro

effectively handled a

bono  representation
of

evidentiary challenges in the case and the

number

client was granted cancellation of his
removal. Kevin also took on the asylum
case of a physician who feared return to
Zimbabwe. Over the course of a year,
Kevin committed over 100 pro bono
hours to the case and prevailed on the
asylum claim. We are immensely
grateful to Mr. Mulvehill and appreciate

his commitment.

NOT FOR PROFIT GROUPS

MARTHA BUYER, Esq. has been

volunteering since 1996. During that
time, she has represented 11 not for profit
Ms.

Buyer works to legally set up the group

groups and two individual clients.

as a not for profit corporation and obtain
tax exempt status for them. Two cases
stand out, where internal power struggles
developed during her representation. In
each case, she helped to educate them
about proper Board process and even
helped mediate their internal disputes. In
another case, she spent time helping a
group to refine its own mission statement
so that she could then proceed with the

legal work.

UNEMPLOYMENT
INSURANCE BENEFITS

SEAN W. COSTELLO Over the past
several years Sean has worked on many
cases for VLP. In this case, the client’s ex
-wife was allegedly, fraudulently
collecting unemployment benefits in his
name while he was working for his ex-
father-in-law. Our client risked
jeopardizing his delicate family dynamic,
and faced the possibility of owing the
Department of Labor more than
$10,000. Sean was able to handle this
complex case with a high degree of
professionalism and competency. Sean
dedicated nearly 45 hours tirelessly
working on this single case ending in a
favorable result .




LAW FIRM COMMITMENT
AWARD

HURWITZ & FINE, PC has
provided significant and consistent
pro bono time and financial support
for VLP. The firm’s Pro Bono
Coordinator, PAUL SUOZZI, sets a
good example by having worked on
7 cases himself over the past few
years. DAN KOHANE has an open
torts defense case and has closed 3
others over the past few years. This
year, CHRISTOPHER POTENZA
spent 63 hours working on a torts

defense case and MARC A.
SCHULZ spent 25 hours on
another. EDWARD ROBINSON

handled an emergency power of
attorney for an extremely ill client.
JENNIFER KELLEHER handled an
estate matter and represented a not
for profit group this year. Over the
past few years, she has donated a
total of 106 pro bono hours on 9
VLP cases.

HISCOCK & BARCLAY LLP
dramatically increased their pro bono
participation when ROBERT HEARY
was named their Pro Bono Coordinator.
In the past year, the firm has handled 87
pro bono cases for VLP. Bob Heary
handled 2 guardianship matters and 2 not
ERIC SCHULTZ
immigration matters and
that handled other

for profit groups.
handled 2
mentored others

immigration cases. RAYMOND
MCCABE handled a QDRO and 3 not
for profit groups. JENNIFER

CASTALDO handled 11 eviction defense
cases and a subrogation claim.
KIMBERLY COLAIACOVO handled a
tort defense case and an adoption.
STEPHANIE LAMARQUE handled 8
eviction defense cases and an
immigration matter. JONATHAN BARD
handled a real property issue. MEGAN
MORAN, CLAIRE FORTIN, and
JAMES DAVIS had handled several
eviction defense cases.

JUDICIAL AWARD

HON. MICHAEL F. GRIFFITH is an
acting Supreme Court Justice and the
Supervising Judge of the Family Courts
in the 8" Judicial District. Judge Griffith
has assisted VLP in many ways over the
years. Recently, he has worked with VLP
and the Erie County Family Court to
create the Family Court Help Desk which
is staffed by a combination of pro bono
attorneys, law students and VLP staff.
Griffith
introductory training and helped to

Judge also spoke at our
recruit volunteer attorneys to staff the
Help Desk. His involvement made a
large impact in VLP’s launch of this
innovative project that provides limited
scope advice to Family Court petitioners

and litigants.

DIVORCE

BERNADETTE M. HOPPE, Esq. has
been a committed volunteer since 2005
and has handled a total of 25 cases in that
period. During the past year, Bernadette
has worked on 5 VLP divorces.
case, she was representing the client in

In each

Family Court and when the matter grew
into a divorce action, she volunteered to
handle the client’s divorce. This created
efficiencies since she already knew the
parties and it saved VLP’s staff from
having to find lawyers to match with the
clients. In addition, she was our first
volunteer attorney to staff the Family
Court Help Desk and she served as a
the
recruitment  training
that VLP sponsored.

trainer at

SOLO PRACTICIONER

JENNIFER P. STERGION, Esq. is a
solo practitioner who has provided over
250 hours of pro bono services over the
past 5 years. This past year, she has
focused her pro bono work in the family
law arena. She has completed two
custody/visitation cases and is currently
working on a divorce and two child
support matters. In addition, when we
hired Natalie Stutz to be our Staff
Attorney concentrating on Family Court
matters, Jennifer acted as a mentor,
allowed Natalie to shadow her in Family
Court and then allowed her to 2™ chair in
a child support trial and in a custody trial.

LITIGATION AWARD

JOHN P. FEROLETO, Esq.
practitioner who graciously handles tort

is a solo

defense cases for VLP. Over the past year
he has had two unusual cases. In the first
case, a client with a very modest home
was sued by someone alleging that 18
years ago she visited the client’s home
and was exposed to lead paint. The client
did not know the plaintiff and did not
know how the alleged exposure could
have happened. In the second case, a
woman was sued after her teenage son
got into a fight with another boy. The
son did not live with the client, but lived
with a court appointed guardian. John
gladly took both cases and is providing

quality representation.




IMMIGRATION

“Thank God for all the work VLP does
for people who have little.”

SPOTLIGHT ON
IMMIGRATION

We obtained a T visa for an
immigrant victim of human
trafficking who had escaped
from domestic servitude in
the U.S. We also obtained
derivative T visas for her
children and then worked
with the International
Organization for Migration
(IOM) to help the children
reunite with their mother in
the U.S. Our client
especially wanted to reunite
with her children because
their father had passed
away, leaving them in the
care of her elderly father.
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VLP’s Immigration Project employs four full-time
attorneys. Some of our work is funded by the U.S.
Department of Justice’s Executive Office for
Immigration Review, via the Vera Institute of Justice,
to conduct legal orientations and pro se workshops to
men and women detained by U.S. immigration
authorities for removal.

We also recruit, train and mentor pro bono attorneys to
represent both detained and non detained non-citizens
in removal proceedings, focusing primarily on asylum
cases and waivers for long-term permanent residents.

The Immigration Project, through the International
Institute of Buffalo, is also funded to represent non-
citizen survivors of domestic violence and human
trafficking so that they may obtain special relief under
U.S. immigration laws. Given our work, we serve on
the WNY Human Trafficking Task Force and Alliance
along with law enforcement agencies and other
organizations.

Finally, through a contract with the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services, we represent non-citizen
unaccompanied minors who are in foster care to obtain
permanent residency through special immigrant
juvenile provisions of the law. We also handle select
naturalization cases.



POSITIVE INDIVIDUALS & FAMILIES
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The Positive Individuals and Families Project serves
people living with HIV/AIDS in all eight (8) counties
of Western New York.

o~

Attorneys lleah Welch (left) and Gretchen Gonzdlez (right)

Funded by the New York State Department of Health,
the project has a special focus on creating end of life
plans and care and custody plans for individuals and
families facing HIV/AIDS. In partnership with
Neighborhood Legal Services, the project also provides
generalist civil legal services covering such topic areas
as: health care issues, family law, discrimination,
confidentiality, debtor/creditor issues, housing issues,
public benefit issues, and tax issues.

Attorneys in the Positive Individuals and Families
Project are also very involved in community outreach
and provide training to community members and
service providers on the HIV Confidentiality Law, and
other issues surrounding HIV status and disclosure.

“[This representation] made my life
better. And while I was under stress,
she helped me when no one else
cared! Thank you for helping me when
I needed the help most.”

SPOTLIGHT ON
POSITIVE
INDIVIDUALS &
FAMILIES

A developmentally delayed
man who was a lawful
permanent resident for 30
years had lost his “green
card”. He needed the card
to be able to stay at
Benedict House, which is a
residential home for people
in the later stages of HIV/
AIDS. VLP was able to get
the man a replacement
green card and then U.S.
citizenship which gained
him access to the benefits
which he needed for his
care.



FAMILY COURT HELP DESK

“[my attorney] saved the life of two

small children...I am just amazed with

all the help I was given. Please
continue to help others the way you
helped us.”

SPOTLIGHT ON

FAMILY COURT

A father with learning
disabilities was having
trouble providing all of the
help that his young teenage
daughter suffering from
mental illness needed. VLP
represented his
stepdaughter who was a
recent college graduate to
obtain joint custody with
the father. This allowed the
step daughter to help the
father to deal with the
medical and therapeutic
needs of the child.

2013 ANNUAL REPORT

In September 2013, The Volunteer Lawyers Project,
with the assistance and support of the Erie County
Family Court, created the Family Court Help Desk.
Clients can speak to an attorney at Family Court prior
to filing their petition or prior to their court appearance.

Our goal is to help inform unrepresented litigants of
the Family Court process and rules. We also hope to
reduce the number of unnecessary petitions that are
filed, and to reduce the number of proper petitions
dismissed due to issues with petition drafting or filing.

Clients are also provided with general information that
helps the client navigate Family Court more
effectively. This information includes: referrals to
programs that may be able to represent the client;
information about Assigned Counsel and how to obtain
an attorney through the program; and general advice
regarding the court process for clients who are
unfamiliar with the procedure, particularly explaining
what occurs at the first court appearance and what the
client can do to prepare for Court.

2013 Legal Problems 2013 Results

Avoided
Litigation
(31%)

Custody Child Visitation Other Paternity Domestic
Support Family Abuse
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UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE BENEFITS
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VLP’s Unemployment Insurance Benefits program
serves individuals throughout Western New York in
obtaining or maintaining their entitlement to receive
unemployment insurance benefits (UIB). The
program is primarily funded by a grant from the
Office of Court Administration.

Available assistance includes helping clients during
the application process for benefits, as well as direct
advocacy with the New York State Department of
Labor. Representation during these preliminary steps
is offered in an attempt for clients to be found eligible
for benefits without the need for a hearing. The main
focus of the program 1is to provide legal
representation to individuals at unemployment
hearings. The program also handles select
unemployment appeals. In 2013, we won over
$210,000 in retroactive benefits for our clients.

In addition to the work of our UIB staff attorney, the
program also trains and mentors pro bono attorneys
to handle unemployment matters.

Case Outcomes Types of UIB Cases

M Favorable M Unfavorable Appeal Agency Decision

Hearing Brief Service or Advice

2%
7%

50%
41%

“I thank you so much and I don’t think
I could have made it without your
hel}7- »

SPOTLIGHT ON
UNEMPLOYMENT

A secretary with a history
of mental illness was absent
from work for several days

due to a severe episode of

depression and
anxiety. Although she
called in each day to report
her absence, the employer
fired her. VLP represented
her at a hearing, but
received an unfavorable
result. Refusing to give up,
VLP represented the
worker on appeal and
successfully obtained
benefits for her, including
more than $11,000 of
retroactive benefits to
which she was entitled.



ATTORNEY OF THE MORNING
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2013 marks the 23rd year trained volunteer attorneys,
assisted by VLP staff and student volunteers,
represented low income clients facing eviction in
Buffalo City Court through our Attorney of the
Morning Project (AOM). This highly successful
program, replicated across the country, helps vulnerable
families in our community avoid homelessness.

“If' it had not been for Dennis
Schaeffer’s help, I would’ve lost my
home. Thank you so much for allowing
Dennis to represent me & save our
home. He was a God-send & a
blessing to know. Iwould recommend
your services to anyone...”

SPOTLIGHT ON
Attorney of the Morning
AO M o - Program

A client with two children
(one of which was
disabled) was facing
eviction where the landlord
was seeking $2,160 in rent
even though the client only
owed $600. The apartment
had repair issues and the
client wanted to move and Clients consult with a VLP attorney who will assist
use the little money she had them in negotiating a settlement with their landlord or
to find a new place. A VLP in arguing their case in front of the judge. AOM is also

Volunj[eer attorney a valuable experience for our volunteer attorneys,
negotiated a Stipulation

that gave the family one
month to move, with no
rent owing and no money
judgment, thereby
preventing the family from
becoming homeless.

ed Prevented Dollar Delayed Referredto Immediate
iction Savingsto Eviction NLS Eviction &
Tenant Full Money
Judgment

providing them the opportunity to complete client
intake, negotiate with opposing counsel, and argue
before the court.



DIVORCE, BANKRUPTCY & TAX
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DIVORCE: VLP has a long history of representing

people seeking as well as defending a divorce. VLP as- "..the VLP is perfect just being in

existence for people who don’t have a
lot of money but has legal problems
that need to be fixed.”

sists low income clients who fall through the gaps cre-
ated by other programs’ rules. Divorce is a subject
matter where we always have a long list of clients wait-
ing to be referred to a pro bono attorney. VLP has a
group of attorneys committed to handling pro bono di- SPOTLIGHT ON
vorces, relieving a great deal of stress for both the cli-

ents and the VLP staff. DIVORCE

BANKRUPTCY: We see many individuals and fami-

lies who are in need of a fresh start, facing the loss of A volunteer attorney .
represented a woman in a

) Our bankrunt lunt t d ¢ divorce after the husband
income. Our bankruptcy volunteer attorneys do an out- abandoned her and their

standing job representing our clients in bankruptcy pro- young children. Although
ceedings to protect their property and their income. the husband worked “off

their homes or garnishment of an already insufficient

the books”, the attorney
was able to establish his
income so that the woman
and children could obtain
the support that they
needed.

TAX: The number of people unable to pay their income
tax obligations has increased over the past few years.
In addition, even those who are trying to pay their taxes
can have trouble understanding and complying with our
complex system of tax laws and end up in trouble. VLP
attempts to assist low income taxpayers who have con-
troversies with the IRS by providing advice and, when
needed, representation before the IRS concerning the
establishment and collection of income tax obligations.



TAX FORECLOSURE

would have lost everything”

SPOTLIGHT ON
TAX
FORECLOSURE

A mother of two found the
house she lived in for 30 years
was in danger of being lost
through tax foreclosure and was
cited for housing code
violations. Her mother was the
owner of the property, but had
recently passed away. We were
able to keep the family from
becoming homeless by
negotiating a stipulation and
repayment agreement with the
attorney for the City of Buffalo;

getting title into her own name;
and qualifying her for a STAR

exemption on property taxes and
low income home owner loans
to fix up the property. We were
also able to get her time to
finish repairs.

“VLP saved our home. Without them we

2013 ANNUAL REPORT

Each year, the City of Buffalo puts thousands of
properties on an In Rem Tax Foreclosure list. The
properties can be foreclosed upon if they have arrears in
property taxes, sewer tax or user fee (for garbage
collection). Old water bills that had been the previous
cause for an In Rem action could also land properties
on the list.

| (Left) Clients
whose home
was saved by
VLP.

People owing as little as $201 could lose their home
through this process and end up homeless. VLP brought
a team of people to County Court the week before the
sale was scheduled to occur. We worked cooperatively
with other legal services providers to assist low income
owner occupiers and their families. We interviewed
clients and opened files at the Courthouse. VLP was
able to negotiate stipulations which saved 61 homes.

In addition, VLP was part of a consortium of legal
services programs that testified before the Common
Council, proposed amendments to the City Charter, and
negotiated with the City’s Corporation Counsel to ease

the City’s policies on In Rem cases.
10



PRO BONO ACTIVITY & TRAINING
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VLP offers a wide range of opportunities for our
volunteer attorneys who in turn assist VLP in achieving
our goal of “speaking for those who are not heard.”
VLP matches the pro bono attorney’s interest,
experience and availability in assigning a case.

Volunteer attorneys may undertake full representation of
an individual’s civil legal case; or they may provide
limited scope legal representation in Buffalo City Court
for eviction defense proceeding or at our Family Court
Help Desk.

We offer Free CLE training programs regularly. VLP
maintains a library of training videos, and has its own
You Tube Channel, providing a nontraditional CLE
format that attorneys can complete on their own time.
VLP provides mentoring for our volunteers and
litigation support from law student volunteers. VLP also
assists attorneys in meeting the aspirational goal of
providing 50 hours of pro bono service each year.

VLP’s volunteers are recognized annually at our Awards
Reception. Many are members of the Empire State
Counsel Program, which honors members of the
NYSBA who provide 50 hours or more of pro bono
service a year. VLP volunteer attorneys routinely
receive the NYSBA President’s Pro Bono Service
Award for the Eighth Judicial District. = Matthew B.

Herdzik, Jr., won this Award in 2013.

11

“It changed my life in so many ways. [

can’t begin to express how grateful [ am
to VLP and my volunteer attorney.
Thank you from the bottom of my heart.
I have a new start in life.”

SPOTLIGHT ON
PRO BONO

“To me, having a law degree and
license to practice is the functional
equivalent of having a superpower: [
have the power and the know-how to
do something many Americans do not.
And with all superpowers come great
responsibility. For lawyers, that
responsibility comes in the form of
helping those who need it the most, but

can afford it the least. Our entire

Jjustice system is dependent on a legal

community not beholden only to those
who can afford to pay us lavishly for
our work. I use my superpower to help
those who need it, and by doing so I
give back to the justice system which

gave me my career.”
-Joshua Dubs,

2013 Empire State Counsel

honoree




THE VALUE OF
PRO BONO

In 2013, pro bono lawyers
provided over $1.1 million
dollars in free legal
services to VLP clients, in
addition to $1.1 million
dollars of services provided
by VLP staff . Together
VLP staff and pro bono
counsel created $7 million
dollars in benefits to clients
and taxpayers. In this
manner, pro bono services
allow VLP to exponentially
increase the benefits to the
clients and the taxpayer,
proving VLP a very

worthwhile investment.

$8,000,000 -
$7,000,000 -
$6,000,000 -
$5,000,000 -

$4,000,000 -

Dollar Benefit

$716,958

$3,093,550

VLP Budget

B Taxpayer Savings

Client Savings

1%
1%

2%
el

3%

22%

29%

26%

$3,000,000 -

$2,000,000 -

$1,000,000 —J
$0 -

Dollar Benefits

Client Income

Case Distribution

Eviction Defense

Immigration
Family Law
Unemployment
Bankruptcy

m Wills/Estates

m Tax Foreclosure

H Income Tax

B NFP Organization
Torts Defense

H Other

2,951 Total Cases
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Revenue

NY State
$1,237,325
3 2% 1% Federal
IOLA

7%

S 38% Law Firm Fundraising FUNDING
PROVIDED BY

Legal Services Corporation

18%

B Bar Dues Checkoff
22%

B United Way Grants/ Donations/

Foundations/ Miscellaneous Legal Services Corporation

NYS Interest On Lawyer Account
m Champions for Justice Bash (IOLA) Fund

NYS Office of Court

Administration

Expenses
NYS Department of Health

$1,172,198

United States Department of
1% Justice
o
Vera Institute of Justice
7%
5%

Internal Revenue Service

Salaries Foundation Grants

Bureau of Refugee and

20% Employee Benefits/ Immigration Assistance

Payroll Taxes/ Pension .
Evans Devereux Memorial Fund

67% Rent John R. Oishei Foundation
United Way of Buffalo and Erie
Other than Personnel County
Expenses Law Firm, Corporate, and

B Subcontract Individual Contributions
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2013 VLP LAW FIRM FUND-RAISING CAMPAIGN

Hodgson Russ, LLP

Roach, Brown, McCa

Brown Chiari, LLP
Damon Morey LLP

rthy & Gruber, P.C.*

Hiscock & Barclay*
Gross Shuman Brizdle & Gilfillan, P.C.*

2013 ANNUAL REPORT

BENEFACTOR

At least $10,000
(At least $10,000) Phillips Lytle LLP

PARTNERS
(At least $5,000)

Cellino & Barnes*
Jaeckle, Fleishmann & Mugel, LLP

DIAMOND
(At least $2,000)

Walsh, Roberts & Grace
Harris Beach PLLC
Webster Szanyi LLP

Lipsitz Green Scime Cambria LLP
Hamberger & Weiss
Nixon Peabody, LLP
Harter, Secrest & Emery, LLP*

GOLDEN

(atleast $150)

Hon. John J. Aman

Hon. Carl L. Bucki*

Hon. Leo J. Fallon*

Hon. Paula Feroleto*
Hon. Joseph A. Fiorella*
Hon. Norman E. Joslin*
Hon. Michael Kaplan*
Hon. Frederic ]. Marrano
Hon. Mark A. Montour
Hon. Jeremiah J. McCarthy
Hon. John F. O’'Donnell
Hon. Eugene F. Pigott, Jr.*
Judges of the WDNY*
Hon. Mark E. Saltarelli
Steven Ald*

Tim Andruschat

Ashley M. Arcangeli*
Howard E. Berger*
Michael J. Biehler
Dennis J. Bischof

Jill K. Bond*

William J. Brennan*
Thomas H. Burton*
Kathleen Carmody*
John . Carney

Alan S. Carrel

Anna Marie Cellino*
Cindy T. Cooper

Ann Demopoulos*
Melinda and Thomas Disare
Robert M. Elardo*

John V. Elmore

Noemi Fernandez

John P. Feroleto

Peter J. Fiorella, Jr.

Gary R. Gaffney*

William H. Gardner*
Henry Gartner
Howard F. Gondree
Garry M. Graber*
Richard F. Griffin
Joseph M. Guerra III
Robert P. Heary*
Matthew B. Herdzik, Jr.*
William R. Hites
Adolph C. Iannaccone*
Peter Jasen, P.C.*
Richard S. Juda, Jr.
Kevin M. Kearney*
Ellen Yost Lafili*
Anthony D. Mancinelli*
Giles P. Manias
R. Charles Miner
James Mucklewee

and Marylou Roshia*
David H. Nelson
Timothy O’Mara*
Philip A. Perna*
Arc. Petricca
Jean C. Powers*
Reden & O’Donnell, LLP
William Z. Reich
Howard S. Rosenhoch*
Arthur A. Russ, Jr.
David J. Saleh*
Melinda R. Saran*
Michael Anton Sciortino
Edward Schwendler, Jr.
Snyder Law Office
Robert B. Sommerstein
Robert S. Stephenson*
David L. Sweet
Elizabeth M. Tommaney
Brian R. Welsh*

Wayne Wisbaum
Oliver C. Young

John Ziegler*

SILVER

($100 - $149)

Hon. Christopher J. Burns
Hon. Leslie G. Foschio
Hon. ]. Mark Gruber
Hon. Michael E. Hudson
Hon. John P. Lane

Hon. Frederick J. Marshall
Hon. Lisa Bloch Rodwin
Hon. Sharon S. Townsend
Hon. Victoria B. Zach
Joe R. Cavan

Cooke & Steffan
Michael G. Cooper

Ellen A. Dussourd
David Filvaroff
Andrew P. Fleming
Eileen Fleming

James W. Gresens
Hagerty & Brady
Lipsitz & Ponterio, LLC
H. Jeffrey Marcus

Philip McIntyre
Michalak & Dobson
Remla Parthasarathy
Personius Melber LLP
Law Office of Harvey F.
Siegel

Arnold H. Soeder
Stamm Law Firm
Steiner & Blotnik
Catharine M. Venzon
Zdarsky, Sawicki and
Agostinelli

Pfeiffer & Pfeiffer
Polowitz & Schwach LLP
Michael Pysz

Cynthia Rathbun
Robshaw & Voelkl. P.C.
Paula Shareno

Snyder Law Office
Dennis J. Speller, PC
Wilder & Linneball, LLP
CONTRIBUTORS

(less than $50)

Andrews, Bernstein,
Maranto & Nicotra, PLLC
Blinkoff & Blinkoff
Chiacchia & Fleming, LLP
Cohen & Lombardo, P.C.
Cornelius F. Collins
Duke, Holzman, Photiadis &
Gresens LLP

Fried & Klawon

Gibson, McAskill & Crosby,

SUPPORTERS

($50-$99)

Hon. John Curran

Hon. John T. Curtin

Hon. Lenora B. Foote

Hon. Michael Griffith

Hon. Amy C. Martoche and
Timothy W. Hoover

Hon. Salvatore R. Martoche
Hon. Norman Walawender
Aaron, Dautch, Sternberg &
Lawson, LLP

The Ballow Law Firm
Barone & Barone, P.C.
Berger & Berger

Brown & Tarantino
Burgio, Kita & Curvin
Cantor, Dolce & Panepinto,
P.C.

Colucci & Gallaher, P.C.
Connors & Vilardo

Leibert Coppola LLP
Creighton, Pearce, Johnsen  Joseph C. Grasmick
& Giroux Andrew Hilton Attorneys

William H. Daetsch

Jeffrey Freedman Attorneys
at Law

Eric L. Glazer

Hurwitz & Fine, P.C.
Lippes, Mathias, Wexler &
Friedman, LLP

William Mattar P.C.

Harold and Susan Halpern =~ McCready & Todaro
Kavinoky Cook, LLP Law Offices of Nancy W.
Doris B. Kelly Saia

William G. Schmitt
Megan Shareno
Shaw & Shaw, P.C.
Gretchen Wylegala

John]. Lavin

The Long Firm
LoTempio & Brown, PC
Mura & Storm PLLC
Edward Pace

Pfalzgraf, Beinhauer &
Menzies LLP

VLP also thanks the approximately 1,000 members of the BAEC that supported VLP with a contribution when paying their BAEC annual dues.

* the donor contributed more than the minimum amount for the corresponding category

14




VLP STAFF & VOLUNTEERS

2013 ANNUAL REPORT

Robert M. Elardo Robert F. Graziano Paula Shareno
Managing Attorney/CEO Immigration Staff Attorey Office Manager/Grants Administrator
Gregory J. Stewart Gretchen Gonzalez Christine M. Sanchioni
Supervising Attorney Staff Attorney Paralegal
Sophie 1. Feal Ileah D. Welch Megan E. Shareno
Supervising Immigration Attormey Staff Attorney Receptionist
Gayle Towne Murphy Rachel S. Baldassaro Jennifer Anderson
Pro Bono Coordinator Staff Attorney Assistant Bookkeeper
Jessica M. Lazarin Natalie M. Stutz Natalie Logan
Immigration Staff Attorney Staff Attorney Secretary
Emma L. Buckthal Christine C. Biggie Joselyn Nieves
Immigration Staff Attorney Volunteer Attorney Coordinator Paralegal/Secretary
LAW GRADUATES LAW STUDENTS
Amelie Mervant Eliza Friedman
Valeriya Nitko Marjorie McAllister
Benjamin Smith Michelle A. Santiago

Sarah Tanbakuchi
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The following attorneys have taken their pro bono obligation to heart and have provided pro bono legal
services through VLP on at least one case during 2013. Many thanks to each of you.

Adams, Eugene P.
Addelman, David R.
Aloi, Cheryl
Amigone, Nicholas P.
Amodeo, Michael
Anderson, Ann
Anderson, Ryan
Anthis, S. Lee

Apa, Jill A.

Aquino, Mark
Argenio, Modesto A.
Auerbach, Corey
Augustine, Joseph M.
Balakrishnon, Aparna
Bard, Jonathan
Baron, Robert

Barr, Paul

Barr, Trevor J.
Barrett, Michael
Barth, Philip C.
Baum, Holly
Beckage, Jennifer A.
Becker, Paul
Bengart, Steven B.
Bestine, Katherine
Bhatt, Monika
Birnholz, Alan
Blackhall, Jennifer
Blewett, Richard
Bouquard, Leah
Braun, Beverley
Brennan, Terrance C.
Brennan, William J.
Brenon, John G.
Brock, David
Brockway, Bryan
Brown, Denise
Brown, Gillian
Brown, Michele
Brown, Wesley
Brownstein, Joel
Brunea, Chris T.
Bucki, Craig R.
Buckley, Jeffrey D.
Bundt, Melissa
Buscaglia, Elizabeth
Buscaglia, Kara
Buyer, Martha

Cacciato, Louis M.

Calahan, Eric M.
Cardarelli, Antonio
Carney, Mary Giallanza
Casey, Thomas J.
Cassano, Thomas R.
Castaldo, Jennifer
Cervi, Anthony J.
Chaas, Michelle
Chambers, Richard
Chan, Mary

Chen, Joanna

Chiari, Gerald
Chiriboga, J. Christine
Christophersen, Wendy
Ciambrone, Elizabeth
Ciccarelli, Patricia
Ciszewski, William A.
Codjovi, Jamie L.
Cohen, Kenneth A.
Colaiacovo, Kimberly
Cole, Richard W.
Coletta, Michael
Collins, Joseph A.
Consoli, Dannine
Coppola, Lee
Coppola, Lisa A.
Cornett, Nola
Costello, Kyle M.
Costello, Sean
Crandell, Patrick
Davidzik, Brad

Davis, James A.

De Marco, James C.
De Prima, Gina Marie
Deuschle, Thomas A.
Devine, Andrew
Donatelli, Alan
Donathen, James D.
Dorliae, Cecile Mathis
Dougherty, Jennifer
Dubs, Joshua
Durland, Spencer L.
Eagan, Gayle

Falvey, Julie
Fernandez-Hiltz, Noemi
Feroleto, John P.
Filbert, Shannon
Fish, Lauren

Fitzgerald, Patrick T.

Flannery, Jennifer
Foit, C. Kenneth
Foley, Gabrielle
Fortin, Claire
Friedman, Richard J.
Gaffney, Gary
Galbraith, Clair
Gannon, Joseph T.
Gathings, Peter
Gaughan, Dennis C.
Gelber, Ross
Gibbons, Kenneth W.
Gibbons, Kevin
Gioia, Richard
Goldstein, Robert M.
Grande, William E.
Greco, James

Grieco, Charles D.
Grimm, I, Richard A.
Guerra, I, Joseph M.
Gugino, Randy H.
Gupta, Sheela
Hargesheimer, Elbert
Hartman, Daniel
Hashmi, Kamran
Hawthorne, Tina
Hazeldean, Susan
Heary, Robert
Hennessy, Timothy J.
Henry, Joan

Herdzik, Jr., Matthew B.
Herman, Audrey Rose
Hines, Patrick
Hoffman, Beth L.
Hogan, Susan S.
Hoppe, Bernadette M.
leraci, Frank

Ilecki, William
Irizarry, Ramon
Jackson, Jessamine |.
Jaworski, Christine
Jaworski, Myriah
Jay, Hope

Kamble, Tara N.
Katz, Eileen

Keane, Thomas
Kearney, Kevin M.
Keefe, Joseph W.

Kelleher, Jennifer

Kelly, Daniel P.
Kim, Minryu Sarah
Kohane, Dan D.
Kolaga, John
Kolch, Kimberly
Koren, Bruce Kevin
Krawiec, Marc
Kruger, Julie
Kurtzhalts, Joel R.
Lamarque, Stephanie O.
Lang, Thomas J.
Laub, David
Laudisio, Mark
Lawson, William E.
Lazarus, James A.
Lema, Ryan A.
Lenhardt, Clayton
Leonardi, Jennifer
Lestak, Christopher
Link, Richard
Lochner, Thomas
Longo, Frank
Lorusso, Anthony
Lovallo, Timothy R.
Lowe, Amanda
Lutterbein, Craig
MacKay, Parker
MacPherson, Scott
Mannillo, Jeffrey
Margulis, Randy S.
Marranca, Mindy

Marrero, Rachel K.

Marszalkowski, Michael E.

Martin, Eileen M.
Martin, Peter
Martnshin, Edward
McAllister, Bruce
McCabe, Raymond
McCready, Maureen A.
McDonald, Kathleen M.
McKelvey, Terrance
McKenna, Lindsay M.
Meadows, Sherree
Meeks, Mario

Mettille, Michael
Modica, Francine E.
Montani, Oriana
Moran, Megan

Murphy, Celine Conway
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Murray, Cristin
Mussell, Jessica
Nagel, Catherine
Navarro, Cindy P.
Nichols, Ann

Nichols, Jon Allon
Nosenchuck, Sharon
O’Carroll, Donall
O’Neill, Barbara
Offermann, Francis
Ortiz, Andre

Osgood, Sharon Anscombe
Paladino, Ashlea L.
Parthasarathy, Remla
Paulino, Jennifer
Pelkey, Matthew K.
Pharr, Robyn G.
Potenza, V. Christopher
Quinn, Courtney
Racki, Jason

Radel, Robert R.
Randolph, Sallie
Reich, Jessica

Reich, ShariJo
Rennie, Aven

Ridall, Barbara
Riedel, George Jr.
Roach, Patrick
Robinson, Edward C.
Robshaw, Nora B.
Rosciglione, Maria
Roshia, Marylou K.
Ross, Paulette E.
Rougeux, Debra C.
Roux, Gerard

Rupp, R. Anthony IIl
Russ, Arthur

Sarfraz, Amil

Sauer, Barbara A.
Schaeffer, Dennis K.
Schaus, Barbara
Schulefand, Keith
Schultz, Eric

Schulz, Marc A.
Schwach, Michelle
Sciortino, Michael Anton
Sciremammano, Frank
Shah, Jennifer A.

Shatkin, Marc

Shonn, Daniel D. Jr.
Siegel, David Alan
Silverstein, Michael
Sommers, Crosby
Sperrazza, Daniel J.
Stadler, Joseph
Steffan, Thomas
Stephenson, Robert
Stergion, Jennifer
Stiller, Douglas
Stulmaker, Mark
Sugarman, Steven R.
Suozzi, Paul
Surgeoner, Brent
Svisco, Rosa S.

Swift, Sharon A.
Talmud, Rebecca J.
Taylor, Suzanne
Tedesco, Michael J.
Tesseyman, Francis, Jr.
Tokarczyk, Brett
Tomkins, Suzanne
Trigilio, John L.
Tupchik, Lana V.
Turkovich, William S.
Ulatowski, Jason G.
Urbaniak, Jason Aaron
Valby, Eric
Varavenkatarman, Radhika P.
Vasilion, Peter
Venzon, Catharine
Vertlieb, Yvonne A.
Walker, Regina
Walsh, John B.
Ward, Dennis E.
Welsh, Brian
Whittemore, David
Wiens, Wallace
Wieser, John D.
Wile, Jonathan B.
Wisniewski, Daniel E.
Wojtan, Gary J.
Wolter, Stephanie
Woodward, Laurence
Wright, Jeri
Yale-Loehr, Stephen

Young, Daniel




ON THE HORIZON FOR 2014

VOLUNTEER LAWYERS PROJECT

During 2013, VLP did much of the planning and ground
work to prepare for the launching of three new

programs in 2014

SAY YES BUFFALO: VLP has been funded by Say Yes Buffalo to

coordinate and operate outreach/counsel & advice clinics for the families of
Buffalo Public School District students. These clinics will be in schools in
diverse areas of Buffalo and will be staffed by a combination of volunteer
lawyers, paralegals and law students. The initial four clinics will be launched

in the fall of 2014.

FEDERAL COURT HELP DESK: VLP will begin operation of

a limited scope counsel and advice clinic in the Courthouse to advise pro se
litigants involved in Western District of NY cases. This program will be in
partnership with the Federal Bar Association Western District of NY
Chapter, the SUNY Buffalo Law School, and the Court. It will launch in
early 2014.

COORDINATED REFUGEE ASYLEE LEGAL
SERVICE PROJECT: VLP is part of a 7 program effort to establish

a coordinated continuum of care in the delivery a wide array of civil legal
services to refugees, asylees and immigrants in the Western NY. This effort
is being funded by the John R. Oishei Foundation and will launch in the fall
of 2014.



