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Dear Friend of VLP:

Thank you for joining us to celebrate the Bar’s
organized pro bono program, the Erie County
Bar Association Volunteer Lawyers Project, Inc.
(VLP). For 35 years, VLP has provided much
needed legal services to our community. Their
volunteers and staff help thousands of people
each year and are truly champions for justice.

Enjoy the relaxed and fun atmosphere. Please take the time to bid on
some of the great auctions items. Above all, enjoy the great food, drinks,
and company of your colleagues.

Oliver Young

oo ¢ Y.

BAEC Vice Predident / President Elect
Honorary Chair of the Champions for Justice Bash

CONGRATULATIONS | CONGRATULATIONS
AWARD WINNERS! | CHRISTINA M. GULLO

FOR BEING A
T CHAMPION FOR JUSTICE!

Webster
& Dubs

- Attorneys at Law -
"Lawyers working with you and
for you to achieve exceptional
results.”
37 Franklin Street, Ste. 500

Buffalo, New York 14202
716-25%9-1029
www.websterdubs.com

Motorcycle Accident Attorneys
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From Bob Elardo
Dear Friends:

Welcome to the VLP Champions for Justice Bash
and Awards Reception. For 36 years, VLP has been
the bar’s organized pro bono program. We appreciate your help
over the years and hope you have a great time tonight.

Tonight we will be honoring a wide range of people and entities
that volunteer and our support our efforts to help low income
people with real life legal problems. We have the pleasure of
honoring veteran volunteers, new volunteers, and two honorees
who went the extra mile and actually created new programs at
VLP that expanded our reach into new communities and will allow
us to serve even more low income clients.

VLP now has two fully staffed offices (in Buffalo and Batavia),
over 40 employees, and over 500 active volunteer attorneys. This
year, we are on a pace to represent over 5,200 clients with over
2,000 being handled by volunteer attorneys.

Over our 36 years, we have represented nearly 80,000 clients
and provided information and referral service to over 80,000
more. Over 3,000 pro bono lawyers have represented over
40,000 of our clients and provided over 175,000 hours of pro bono
time.

Those are results to celebrate!

Have fun and thanks for being here to help celebrate VLP’s 36
years of “speaking for those who are not heard”.

Very truly yours,

PRI lend —

Robert M. Elardo

Executive Director/CEO

ECBA Volunteer Lawyers Project
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AGENDA

AWARDS RECEPTION

Crystal Room
4:30 pmto 5:30 pm
VLP will present awards to our Champions for Justice

CHAMPIONS FOR JUSTICE BASH

AAA & Marquis Ballrooms
5:30 pm to 8:30 pm

FOOD

Epicurean Display of Cheeses, Crudites, Dips and Fruit
) HORS D'OEUVRES

Bacon Wrapped Chicken Satays with Brown Sugar Chili Glaze,
Assorted Crostinis,
Mini Quiches
CARVING STATION
Oven Roasted Turkey

ASIA N
General Tso's Chicken and Vegetable Stir Fry
PASTA STATION
Tortellini in Pesto Sauce, Penne with Marinara Sauce,
and Warm Garlic Bread
DESSERT

Assorted Desserts and Coffee Service

PREMIUM BAR
Enjoy the Open Bar from 5:30 to 8:30

AUCTIONS

Silent Auction - 5:30 to 7:50
50/50 Raffle - 5:30 to 8:00

Judicial Branch* - 5:30 until prizes are gone
* Everyone wins!

GAMES

Wine Bottle Ring Toss & The 19th Hole Challenge
5:30 until prizes are gone
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ECBA

¢ VOLUNTEER LAWYERS PROJECT
MISSION OF VLP

VLP’s dual mission is to:
(1) provide quality, free civil legal services for low income people and smaller
not-for-profit groups; and,
(2) to effectively involve volunteers in the delivery of those services.

VLP involves volunteer attorneys by recruiting, training, coordinating and assisting
attorneys who volunteer to represent VLP's clients on a pro bono basis. VLP has been
doing this work since 1983 when it was created as a joint project of the Bar
Association of Erie County and Neighborhood Legal Services. The Bar Association
incorporated VLP as a separate not-for-profit corporation in 1988.

Throughout the decades, VLP has been recognized as a quality provider of pro bono
and direct civil legal services. In addition to the dozens of awards that our staff,
volunteers, and Board Members have won for their work through VLP, the following
awards were presented to VLP as an organization:

- 1991 New York State Bar Association Award of Merit for our “innovative”
Attorney of the Morning Program (which has now been copied around the country)
- 1993 U.S. Department of Justice Immigration & Naturalization Service Certificate
of Appreciation (for our Immigration Pro Bono work)
+ 2012 Gerard Place Outstanding Partner Award
+ 2015 Bar Association of Erie County Justice Award for our Family Court Help
Desk and Pro Se Assistance Program
- 2017 National Association of Just Communities Community Leader Award for
Community Organizations
+ 2018 Bar Association of Niagara County Pro Bono Legal Services Award
- 2019 Buffalo Spree Best Social Justice Group Award
- 2019 WDNY Robert H. Jackson Award for Distinguished Service for our Pro Se
Assistance Program
- 2019 NYS Unified Court System Office for Justice Initiatives and NYSBA for
"Outstanding Contributions to Pro Bono and Access to Justice"

VLP’s efforts are also cost effective for taxpayers! Last year, VLP’s assistance to our
clients resulted in local taxpayer savings of more than $5.5 million! Taxpayer savings
are realized through homelessness prevention, helping people stay off welfare, and
helping our clients secure the child support or unemployment insurance benefits they
are rightfully entitled to.

THANK YOU FOR JOINNG US TONIGHT
- b -



2019 Ghampions for Justice Award Winners

JUDICIAL AWARD

This category is awarded to Judges, or members of their staff, who have gone
out of their way to help facilitate pro bono work.

Hon. Mary L. Slisz made a huge impact on our pro bono r 1
matrimonial work this year with the creation of Erie County’s
|

Matrimonial Mentoring Program. After being assigned to the

Matrimonial Expedited Part, Judge Slisz saw the need to assist

young lawyers and to increase access to justice for low-income

litigants. With Judge Slisz at the helm, 21 experienced and

talentedpractitioners signed on to share their knowledge one on

one with attorneys new to the matrimonial practice while providing full representation
on VLP referred pro bono divorce cases. This program supports and fosters the
development of the next generation of matrimonial practitioners and provides legal
representation to over forty low-income litigants who would otherwise have no access
to legal representation. Judge Slisz hopes to run the program annually. Thank you,
Judge Slisz, for your vision in creating a program that truly benefits everyone involved.
You are a true Champion for Justice.

VLP "VIP" AWARD

This award is for those who have been particularly important to the success of
VLP and to the relative sanity of the VLP staff. This is due to the award
winner’s longtime commitment and willingness to help in ways in which few
others are willing to.

Lauren Mendolera, Esq. joined VLP'’s Board of Directors in
2018 and her commitment to VLP was immediately apparent.
In addition to being on the board, she volunteered to be the
board liaison to our newly founded young professionals’
board, the Rising Champions for Justice. Lauren has been

a true champion for VLP, bringing us into her firm to
encourage her co-workers to volunteer and supporting

all of VLP’s events. She also completed 18 hours of pro bono
service in 2019. In addition to her regularly scheduled volunteer opportunities, Lauren
has graciously been one of our first calls when we need last minute coverage at our
Federal Court Help Desk or when one of our volunteers has a conflict. She is always
ready and willing to pitch in when needed. Lauren’s dedication to VLP makes her a true
champion for justice.
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201 champions for Justice Award Winners
ATTORNEY OF THE MORNING AWARD

Attorney of the Morning (AOM) was created in 1990 out of the BAEC's Task Force on
Voluntary Pro Bono. AOM operates in Buffalo City Court on Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays. The NYSBA awarded its 1991 Award of Merit to the BAEC for its “innovative”
AOM Program. Since then, it has been copied in other cities around the country.

Mark Aquino, Esq. has been a proud VLP volunteer for many
years, consistently serving clients through the Attorney of the
Morning Program. Through this program, Mark has come to the
aid of hundreds of Buffalo residents facing an eviction
proceeding. Mark has dedicated over 70 hours to volunteer

service with VLP and has helped well over one hundred families
avoid homelessness in the City of Buffalo. Not only has Mark proven to be a dedicated
and reliable volunteer, he always is willing to pitch in and lend a helping hand while
over in court. In fact, the statistics do not do justice to just how often Mark has
handled a case simply because he had the time and wanted to help represent a tenant
facing an eviction. In addition to his commitment to volunteering, Mark brings
decades of experience to his work with VLP. His level of expertise always comes in
handy when tackling tough cases and he is always available to help new attorneys
navigate the process in court. For these reasons and more, we are thrilled to
congratulate Mark on being a Champion for Justice.

Client Story

VLP received a call from a client who was about to be evicted from his
home after a court order for nonpayment of rent. VLP successfully
argued that our client was not a tenant but an owner of his co-operative
unit who had fallen on hard times due to the loss of his job and that the
co-operative actually owed our client several thousand dollars. VLP was
able to work out a settlement wherein our client received $5,000 and
more time to move out on his own terms.

Did You Know?
VLP is able to assist with housing issues in over 30
Town and Justice Courts across Erie County, outside
the City of Buffalo?
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2019 Champions for Justice Award Winners
FAMILY COURT HELP DESK AWARD

Many family problems (such as paternity, support, orders of protection, custody and
visitation) end up in Family Court. VLP’s Family Court Help Desk was created in 2013
and recently celebrated its 6 year anniversary. It brings experienced Family Court
practitioners, law students, and a VLP staff member together to provide brief counsel
and advice for unrepresented Family Court litigants.

Doug Stiller, Esq. generously donates his time to serving the low
income clients at the Family Court Help Desk. He has been a
consistent volunteer since the Help Desk’s inception, and has
advised over 80 clients on matters ranging from custody, to
child and spousal support, to helping victims of domestic
violence. Recently, Doug helped a young woman escape an
abusive relationship by assisting her in drafting her petition,
filing an Order to Show Cause, and obtaining an Order of
Protection. Doug’s extensive experience in Family Court makes the Court process more
understandable and less stressful for pro se clients in the midst of a very challenging
and emotional time. Doug also uses his expertise in Family Law by mentoring the law
student interns at the Help Desk, teaching them the seminal case law, and giving them
insight into the career of a Family Court solo practitioner. The clients and staff of the
Family Court Help Desk are truly grateful for Doug’s willingness to share his knowledge
and for his dedication to expanding access to justice for our community.
Congratulations and thank you Doug Stiller for being a Champion for Justice.

FCHD Client Story

Our 26 year old client came to the Family Court Help Desk after learning his
brother was placed in a group home by his abusive adoptive mother. The
attorney drafted his petition, then began full-representation of his case. The
attorney obtained custody for our client. The child now resides with our
client, our client's wife and their newborn son. Our client tells us his brother
is doing well in school, and loves just being at home with his family.

Did You Know?

Did you know that Niagara County has roughly 11 thousand Family Court
petitions filed each year? VLP attorneys are available to discuss Family
Court issue in Niagara County at our Niagara County Family Court Help
Desk Wednesdays 11am to 1:30pm at the Niagara Falls Family Court, 775
Third St. Niagara Falls.
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2019 Champions for Justice Award Winners

COMMUNITY LEADER AWARD

Sometimes community leaders step forward and make a difference in the lives of low-
income people, those that work to provide services to them, or both. When that happens,
we take notice. This award is to recognize the efforts of such a community leader.

Lee M. Redeye, Esq. is an Associate Attorney at Lippes Mathias
Wexler Friedman LLP. He is also a leader in the local Native

American Community. In February 2019, Lee convinced Tom Gaffney
(a Partner at Lippes Mathias) to arrange for a meeting with VLP. Lee
presented his idea for creating a legal clinic designed to help people
from the local Native American communities. Lee had the energy, "
commitment, and contacts to make it work. VLP agreed to coordinate

the clinic and to have Vanessa Guite (a VLP Staff Attorney that is also a Native
American) be the clinic coordinator. Lee arranged for the necessary space to be
donated at the Native American Community Services. He also recruited volunteer
attorneys to help staff the clinic, arranged for publicity within the Native American
communities, secured funding for VLP’s staff time, and volunteered to be at every clinic
night. With that, the once a month Native American Legal Assistance Clinic was born
and it launched in May 2019. Lee Redeye is a Champion for Justice.

C( ATULATIONS
AWARD WINNERS

Congratulations to all of
tonights honorees
including our own

Lee M. Redeye for his

outstanding service as a

community leader. LAW OFFICES OF
MICHAEL J. HUGHES PLLC

R Property Tax Challenges
LEDDES Commercial & Residential

Mathias (716) 856-0400

ALELAREY | BAIFFALGH CHMHCAGE | GREATER TORCHTO AREA

JACKSORVILLE | PONTE WEDRA BEATH www.mih ug heslaw.com
NEW YORK CITY | WASHING TOH, D, = .
LIPFES O mjhugheslaw@gmail.com
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2019 Champions for Justice Award Winners
FEDERAL COURT AWARD

In early 2014, VLP began operation of the Pro Se Assistance Program (PSAP), a limited
scope counsel and advice clinic in the Courthouse to advise pro se litigants involved in
Western District of NY cases. This program is in partnership with the Federal Bar
Association Western District of NY Chapter, the SUNY Buffalo Law School, and the Court.

Anna Marie Richmond, Esq. has been supporting pro bono legal
services and serving VLP’s clients for decades. With cases dating
back to the 1990s, VLP has been the lucky recipient of Anna Marie’s
time and knowledge for many years. Over this period of time, Anna
Marie has assisted dozens of clients and donated over 130 hours of
her time to representing underserved populations across Western
New York. Since the inception of the Federal Court Pro Se Assistance Program, Anna
Marie has been one of the most dedicated and reliable volunteers at the Federal Court
Help Desk. There, Anna Marie provides advice and counsel to unrepresented litigants
attempting to navigate the Federal Court system on their own. VLP is extremely lucky
to have such an experienced and tenacious advocate assisting these clients on a regular
basis. In addition to her invaluable legal expertise, Anna Marie always embraces the
opportunity with work with law students at the Federal Court Help Desk. Always
proving to be an inspiration to students, Anna Marie diligently takes the time to mentor
students in the program any chance she can during her volunteer shifts. Time and
again, Anna Marie has proven to be a true community partner with a demonstrated
commitment to access to justice. VLP is very grateful to honor Anna Marie as a

Champion for Justice. IMMIGRATION AWARD

The Immigration Project at VLP now has a staff of 23 full-time staff members focused
on immigration law. It serves detained and non-detained men and women who are long
term permanent residents or asylum seekers. The Project also handles cases involving
special immigration benefits for juveniles, and non-citizens who have been victims of
crime, including human-trafficking and domestic violence, and affirmative asylum seekers.

Elizabeth Callahan, Esq. represented a client from Burundi in her
request for asylum. VLP encountered the client while she was in
detention, and she was extremely sick as a result of malnourishment
she suffered while hiding in her country and her resulting inability
to eat properly thereafter. The client was fleeing her country after
she suffered horrific violence because of her religion and ethnicity.
Following her release from detention, Ms. Callahan accepted her
case and represented the client in immigration court for over a year. At the client’s final
hearing, Ms. Callahan’s efforts led to a grant of asylum almost immediately. After direct
examination of the client concluded, the government’s representative stated she had
no questions for the client and agreed that she had met her eligibility for asylum and
our client was able to stay in the U.S. Thank you Elizabeth for being a Champion for
Justice. I




2019 Champions for Justice Award Winners
IMMIGRATION AWARD

Nevin Murchie, Esq., a local immigration attorney, has been a
repeat VLP volunteer since 2015. We appreciate that Nevin
brings both immigration experience and a willingness to learn
new areas of law under our mentorship to the table. He is now
on his 3rd VLP immigration case, a petition for the abused
spouse of a US citizen who refused to help her obtain legal status
in the US. Nevin previously handled a similar abused spouse case
as well as a deportation defense case for a long term permanent
resident with minor criminal convictions being held at the federal detention center in
Batavia. We hope we will be working with him on many future cases.

Immigration Client Story

VLP’s Buffalo Office represented an African woman and several children seeking
asylum due to political persecution. Her husband was involved in an opposition
political party in their country. As a result of his political involvement, soldiers
came to their home and sexually assaulted our client and one of her older
daughters in front of the whole family. VLP convinced the court that our client
would face continued danger if returned home. The judge granted her asylum, and
she is starting her new life in the United States.

INCOME TAX CONTROVERSY AWARD

With so many people out of work, it is no surprise that the number of people unable to
pay their income tax obligations has increased over the past few years. In addition, even
those who are trying to pay their taxes can have trouble understanding and complying
with our complex system of tax laws, and end up in trouble. VLP attempts to assist low
income taxpayers who have controversies with the IRS by providing advice and, when
needed, representation before the IRS concerning the establishment and collection of
income tax obligations.

Emma Savino, Esq. is this year’s recipient of the Low-Income
Taxpayer Clinic Award. Along with the other great work Emma
has done for VLP, such as providing assistance at our AOM
program, she also continues to assist an extremely vulnerable
client in both a Federal and New York State tax issue. The client
was at risk of losing access to her income and of having her
driver’s license suspended due to a tax issue that was due to no
fault of her own. Emma has been crucial to ensuring the client’s
access to her income and ability to commute to work are
protected. Emma’s prompt and quality service to VLP’s most vulnerable makes her a
very deserving winner of the Low-Income Taxpayer Clinic award.
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BRONZE SPONSOR

®

CARING FOR OUR

COMMUNITIES....
LIKE ONLY A
FAMILY CAN.

RICH'S IS A PROUD SPONSOR OF

CHAMPIONS FOR
JUSTICE BASH

1-800-45-RICHS | www.richs.com
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2019 Champions for Justice Award Winners

LAW STUDENT AWARD

Besides attorneys there are also law students, paralegals, law graduates
and even college and high school students who volunteer in VLP's offices
assisting the staff with all of the work that goes into interviewing the
clients, processing the cases and operating the special projects. This
award r izes the di /[ efforts by alaw student.

Stephanie Verhage worked as a summer associate in our
DOH-funded program providing legal services to one of our
most vulnerable populations--individuals and families
impacted by HIV. During her time at VLP, she was an
invaluable asset to the program. Not only was she empathetic
and compassionate to our clients who are dealing with
numerous legal issues, but she had exemplary legal research
and writing skills. Stephanie was so dedicated that she stayed on and donated her time to
VLP’s Family Court Help Desk in the fall semester. She is the type of intern you dream of
—kind, compassionate, efficient, diligent, and hardworking. We are honored to present
her with the Law Student award this year.

IN HOUSE VOLUNTEER AWARD

This award is for a VLP Volunteer who dedicates their
time to not only take cases through VLP, but to join us in the office and hold
acaseload. Our in house volunteers donate their time to help our clients and
to increase VLP’s ability to represent more clients in need.

James Morrissey, Esq., an experienced Buffalo attorney,
retired from the New York Attorney General's Office in
spring 2018 after spending nineteen years as an
Assistant Attorney General. Almost immediately, he
began volunteering at VLP one day a week. He has made
a huge difference for clients who VLP otherwise would
have been unable to represent due to limited resources.
His cases have included asylum filings for three political
dissidents from Africa and a young gay man, all of whom
face being tortured or killed if deported to their countries. On top of this, he has
worked with two families to submit relative petitions to grant foreign born spouses
lawful status. Without him, these people would have been on their own fighting the
system, instead of being represented by a skilled advocate.
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2019 Champions for Justice Award Winners

COMMUNITY PARTNER AWARD

Community partners help to make VLP better able to serve our pro bono attorneys as

well as our clients. They help to fill in the gaps that our limited funding does not cover.

Providing financial support is critical to the success of our programs. Our community
partners are essential to our commitment to ensuring access to justice for all.

Los Samaritanos is a local community group composed of
pastors, church members, college students, and retired
teachers from the Batavia, Albion, Buffalo and Rochester area.
They provide assistance to immigrants who are released from
the Detention Center in Batavia. When someone is released,
they are dropped off at a local gas station with only the
clothing they were wearing when they were arrested. They often do not have weather
appropriate clothes, food, or money for their journey home. Seeing this need, Los
Samaritanos came together in an effort to provide emergency shelter, cash, food or
clothing to people who need help getting home from Batavia. They have also put
together “dignity bags” - backpacks with snacks, toiletries and winter clothing which
are available to anyone who is released from detention. Los Samaritanos have
provided some much needed emergency assistance to countless clients and helped
them get home safely. Thank you Samaritanos for being a Champion for Justice.

LOS
SAMARITANOS
e

CORPORATE PRO BONO AWARD

Corporate attorneys support VLP by handling cases, donating their time to our
limited scope clinics or by encouraging their employers to create policies
encouraging pro bono work.

Mark W. Warren, Esq., is the Deputy General Counsel for
M&T bank. Mark has been committed to bringing pro bono
service opportunities to attorneys at M&T for years. In 2018,
MA&T created an internal policy offering all of their employees
40 hours of paid work time to volunteer for charitable
organizations. Mark capitalized on this new policy by
introducing his legal team to volunteer opportunities through
VLP. Through VLP’s partnership with M&T we were able to
train 40 corporate attorneys on how to do end of life planning
for VLP clients. Mark has continued to take the reins, encouraging his people to take
VLP cases and insuring that all the cases VLP refers to M&T are handled with care.
Mark is a true Champion for Justice.
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To those who help
make spirits soar,
we say thank you.

HSE

Harter Secrest & Emery LLP

CELEBRATING 125 YEARS

-
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2019 Champions for Justice Award Winners
LAW FIRM COMMITMENT AWARD

Law firms demonstrate their commitment to assist VLP and our low income clients
in so many ways. Some handle labor intensive cases. Some handle a high volume of
cases. Many provide financial assistance to support VLP’s services.

The attorneys of Personius Melber LLP have
supported VLP since early 2014 when we
began operation of the Pro Se Assistance PERSONIUS | MELBER | LLP
Program in Federal Court. Rodney Personius,
Brian Melber and Scott Hapeman have
covered at leastone shift each at the Help Desk every semester for the last five years
and often times have stepped in at the last minute when called upon to cover a
cancellation. Personius & Melber LLP has also been a regular financial supporter of
VLP and this year, through Brian Melber, participated in our Summer Associate
Program, spending time mentoring our interns and discussing what it’s like to start your
own firm and practice law in the Western New York legal community. The firm’s high
level of professionalism and significant, consistent support of VLP is greatly valued.
Thank you, Rodney, Brian and Scott, for being Champions for Justice.

RISING CHAMPION FOR JUSTICE AWARD

This award from the ECBA Volunteer Lawyers Project is conferred upon a young lawyer
who has demonstrated a commitment to pro bono work and to ensuring access to justice.

Christina Gullo, Esq. was an obvious choice for this year's Rising
Champion for Justice Award. Since her return to the legal
community in Buffalo, Christina has been balancing a full time
career in the private sector with consistent volunteering with VLP.
Since 2018, Christina has handled countless shifts at the Erie
County Family Court Help Desk. There, Christina has assisted over
40 families with a multitude of complex and often emotional
Family Court issues. Through this work, Christina has repeatedly
proven to be a compassionate and dependable volunteer. As if tackling her full time
job as a litigation attorney all while volunteering was not enough, Christina joined
VLP’s inaugural class of the Rising Champions for Justice in November 2018. Not only
did Christina become a member of RCJ, she was elected Vice President and has been a
reliable and dedicated leader for the entire Board. In addition to the many hats she
must wear as VP, Christina is always eager to volunteer to help plan events and
fundraise. She was an integral part of the success of RCJ's first ever fundraiser, Beers &
Volunteers. Always proving to be a motivating force to those around her, Christina has
demonstrated her dedication to access to justice and serving her community. Thank
you Christina for being a Champion for Justice.
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2019 Champion for Justice Award

This award from the ECBA Volunteer Lawyers Project is
conferred upon a member of the legal community whose actions
throughout his or her career have shown them to be a true
Champion for Justice.

RTTen i

Richard F. Griffin, Esq., has been rightfully called the “father of VLP".
During his terms as 1977-78 President of the Bar Association of Erie
County (BAEC) and later as Chair of the BAEC Public Interest Law
Committee, he advocated strongly for the creation of pro bono program
in Erie County. Pro bono was not widely accepted at that time, but that
did not stop Richard. He secured the funding to hire a work study law
student during the summer of 1980 to research for Public Interest Law
Committee regarding: (1) what other pro bono programs in the country
were like; (2) whether there was a need for more representation of low
income people in Erie County; and (3) how a pro bono program would
dffect the private bar. When the federal Legal Services Corporation
(LSC) regulations were amended to require programs like Neighborhood
Legal Services to spend 10% (later amended to 12.5%) of their LSC
funding on private attorney involvement, Richard negotiated with NLS
and the BAEC and NLS jointly created VLP in 1982. Richard served as
the first Chair of the VLP Advisory Committee and VLP started handling
cases in 1983. Five years earlier, he had also been the driving force in
the creation of Legal Services for the Elderly (now called the Center for
Elder Law & Justice). He has been supporting both organizations ever
since and served as the Honorary Chair when VLP and LSED held a joint
Anniversary Gala in in 2008. Throughout his career, Richard Griffin has
been in a position lead others and he has lead them to assisting with
access to justice. He is a true Champion for Justice.
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The Erie County Bar Association Volunteer Lawyers Project
and
The Volunteer Legal Services Project of Monroe County,
in conjunction with
The United States District Court for the Western District of New York,
are pleased to announce the publication of proposed
Local Rule of Civil Procedure 83.8 (pro bono service).

Goals of the Proposed Pro Bono Plan:

* Increase pro bono appointments to low income pro se litigants, including
limited scope appointments for targeted portions of a case - ¢.g.. mediation,
amendment of pleadings.

* Create an equitable and transparent svstem lor pro bono assignments
through the establishment of a Volunteer Pro Boneo Panel and default Pro
Bono Assignment Wheel,

+ Encourage quality pro bone representation by inereasing the presumptive
cap on reimbursable expenses through the Distriet Court Fund to pro bono
counsel and bestowing volunteer benefits and protections to pro bono
counsel through VLP & VLSP,

+ Create more opportunities for less experienced attorneys to obtain Federal
Counrt litigation experience through pro bono representation, with the
establishment of a Senior Pro Bono Panel comprised of experienced federal
practitioners available for pro bono co-counsel assignments.

The Proposed Rule (83.8) is published for public comment on the WDNY website at:
www.nywd.uscourts.gov
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We applaud tonight's Champions
of Justice volunteers for their
dedication — and we share in your
mission to support those in our
community who need it most.

‘/l')) Catholic Health

Kenmore Mercy Hospital | Mercy Hospital of Buffalo
Sisters of Charity Hospital & St. Joseph Campus
Mount St. Mary’s Hospital | Home & Community Based Care
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Kevin M. Kearney David L. Edmunds
Board President Vice President

[ J y
Howard S. Rosenhoch  Leonardo Sette-Camara Brian R. Welsh
Treasurer Deputy Treasurer Secretary
BOARD MEMBERS
Katherine J. Bestine Robert P. Heary
Maisha M. Blakeney Lauren R. Mendolera
Jill K. Bond Timothy M. O’Mara
Leah A. Bouquard Philip A. Perna
William J. Brennan Bernice Phillips-Jackson
Hon. Paul Buchanan Melinda R. Saran
Robert Conklin John J. Weinholtz
Rev. Charles D. Fryer Oilver C. Young

Gary R. Gaffney
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BUFFALO OFFICE

Executive Director/CEO
Robert M. Elardo

Deputy Director
Gretchen Gonzalez

Supervising Attorney
Gregory J. Stewart

Supervising Immigration Attorney
Emma L. Buckthal

Controller/Grants Administrator
Paula Cooley

Staff Attorneys
Katie Dibble
Valdora Estridge
Lori Genovese
Vanessa Guite
Zahra Salih
Sara Stoessel
Nikole Wynn

Immigration Staff Attorneys
Kerry Battenfeld
Daniel Jackson
Christopher Jones
Natalie Lesniak
Office Manager/HR Manager
Lauren Dietterich
Pro Bono Recruitment Coordinator
Maria Valeri
Volunteer Attorney Coordinator
Christine C. Biggie
AOM Coordinator/Paralegal
Margaret Rivera-Rusch
Digital Marketing/IT Coordinator
Christopher Plumb

Paralegals
Jazmin LaFay
Jillian Nowak

Ashley Mitchell
Marci Wiseman

BATAVIA OFFICE

Supervising Immigration Attorney
Brenda Cisneros

Senior Immigration Attorney
Blanca Owen

Immigration Staff Attorneys
Hollis DeAbreu Belgrave
Joe Cassidy-Schaffter
Channa Gordon
Dalya Kefi
Maggie Lindstrom
Rolando R. Masvidal
Jessica Neubauer
Carla Perez
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Immigration Staff Attorneys
Patrick Salumu
Brittany Triggs

Office Manager
Cheryl Wilmet

Social Worker
Anita Garcia

Paralegals
Nohely Arteaga
Stacey Castro
Vinicius Karaski



RISING

CHAMPIONSFOR
J U S ﬂ ( E VOLUNTEER LAWYERS PROECT

Rising Champions for Justice (RCJ) is a group of young
professionals dedicated to furthering VLP’s mission to provide free legal
services to low income people. Members gain valuable board experience and
professional development opportunities. RCJ supports VLP by organizing
fundraising events, networking events and through volunteerism.

Executive Board

AE

Katie Ireland Caitlin O'Neil
President Vice President

ChristinaGullo  Krista Heffernan
Vice President Treasurer

Board Members

Sarah Fenster

Aalok Karambelkar
Secretary

Justin Andreozzi

Jessica Smith
Danielle Becker

Ted Joerg Bridget Steele

Jennifer Cameron Amanda Karpovich Larry Walters

Erin Connare Chloe Macdonald Nick Williams
Anaiss Rijo

To join Rising Champions for Justice, or for more information, please
submit a resume to VLP’s Deputy Director, Gretchen Gonzalez, at
ggonzalez@ecbavlp.com
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g
NON-ATTORNEY VOLUNTEER S
Adewoye Adegoke Deonna Jones Meghan Hayes
Alexander Martin Diana Gani Mike Musialovrski
Alexis Cothran

Aliyea Reeves

Douglas Harrigan
Douglas Zaccagnino

Mohammed Siam
Natalie Lesniak

Allana Benton Erica Chiodo Nicholas lacono
Andrew Schop Erin Killian Nicholas Marino
Annie Shi Greg Bitar Nick DeFiesta
Ayman Ali Gwendolyn Vary Nico Soria
Ben Clark Ifeoluwa Popoola Nicole Fillipponi
Ben Macaluso Ivanna Guerra Nurjamal Usenova
Brian Dixon Jai-Yi Piang Onaeida Nkrumah
Brian Krastev James Harrington Rachel Wade

Bridget Williams

Jennifer Willis

Raiven Lawrence

Briona Siplin Jessica Root Rebecca Michelson
Charles Gaughn Jessica Simoniti Robert Heary
Chauncheng Lin Jillian Nowak Robert Maxwell

Chris Saeli Joshua Coene Robert Ziske
Christina Jefferson Kathryn Ferrick Senovia Cuevas
Claire Santiago Kim Kumib Shelbi Molin

Curtis Jones
Danielle Chamberlain
Daylyn Blackman
Deborah Amponsah

Leecia Clinkscales
Lisa Zaccagnino
Macky Cherif
Madison Flores

VOLUNTEER ATTORNEYS

Shelby Scibetta
Stephanie Verhage
Zach Ahlstrom
Zarianna Peterson

The following attorneys have taken their pro bono obligation to heart and have
provided pro bono legal services through VLP on at least one case during 2018 or

2019 Many thanks to each of you.

Abdulla, Karim Anthis, S. Lee

Barrett, Michael Borek, Erin C.
Abeel, John Apa, Jill Bartlett, Paul Boron, Eric
Adams, Eugene P. Aprile, Gregory Baum, Holly Borowski, Matthew
Adams, Joan Casilio Aquino, Mark Beck, William J. Borrello, Michael

Addelman, David R.
Addelman, Kara
Adoff, Aaron M.

Adornetto, Lauren

Aisen, Aaron
Alba, Samuel A.
Allen, Colleen M.
Allen, Scott
Aloi, Cheryl
Altieri, Daniel J.
Altieri, Ryan
Altreuter, William C.
Amigone, Nicholas
Ancona, Elena
Andreozzi, Justin
Andreozzi, Randall P.

Arcara, Mark
Archias, Catherine
Arcuri, Kristin Langdon
Arthurs, Christina H.
Auerbach, Corey
Aylward, Gretchen P.
Baase, Jeffrey F.
Bahas, Megan
Balkin, Sean
Ball, Kelly L.
Balogh, Sarah Beth
Banas, Mitchell
Bandoblu, Jr., James
Barnas, Brian
Barnes, Sarah Beth

Barrett, Kelly M.

Beebe-Safulko, Lydia Bosworth Fiut, Allison
Beinhauer, Charles Bouquard, Leah
Bell, Tiffany D. Bouton, Michelle L.
Bengart, Steven B. Bove, Elizabeth
Benz, Susan A. Bowling, Anne
Berard, lii, William D. Bradley, David
Berti, Nathan W.g. Brady, Michael
Besch, Andrew Brasky, Adam
Bestine, Katherine  Brauer Ruchala, Heidi

Bivona, Beth Ann Breen, Gail
Blachowicz, Rachel Brill, John
Blackhall, Jennifer Britt, Jason

Blake, Kevin Brock, David

Blenk, James P
Bloom, Laurie S.
Bobseine, James

Brockway, Bryan
Brown, Gillian
Brown, Joseph
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Brown, Marc W.
Brown, Michele
Brundige, Elizabeth
Brunea, Chris T.
Buchanan, Paul G.
Bucki, Craig R.
Burge, Benjamin
Burgio, Aleece
Buyer, Martha
Buzzelli, Vittoria
Cacciato, Louis M.
Cafarella, Jason J.
Calabrese, Kyle
Callahan, Elizabeth
Cameron, Jennifer M.
Campisi, James
Candino, Dominic
Cantone, Peter
Cantwell li, Earl K.
Cantwell, Earl K., 11l
Capote, Ashlyn
Capote, Richard
Cardarelli, Antonio
Cardillo, Christopher
Carducci, Erica
Carney, Ryan
Carosa, Daniel
Carr, AlanaP.
Casey, Thomas J.
Cashmore, Timothy C.
Cassar, James J
Cavagnaro, Melissa
Chaas, Michelle
Chabala, Anthony
Chambers, David
Chan, Mary
Chen, Joanna
Chiari, Gerald
Cho, Stephen
Choi, Koya
Christophersen, Wendy
Ciambrone, Elizabeth
Cimasi, Michael
Cisneros Vilchis, Brenda
Ciurczak, Diane
Codjovi, Jamie L.
Coheley, Marissa A.
Cohen, Frederick
Colaiacovo, Kimberly
Colletta, Michael

VOLUNTEER ATTORNEYS

Collins, Susan B.
Cominsky, Roger
Condon, Carol A.
Condon, Kevin C.
Conklin, Robert
Conley, Brendan
Connare, Erin
Cook, Charles J.
Cooper, Carson
Cope, Kevin G.
Copeland, Jessica
Coppola, LisaA.
Coren, Jeffrey
Cranston, Benjamin
Crawford, Robert
Crawford, Ryan
Cross, TaraN.K.
Cunningham, Alice
D'Amato, John
D'Angelo, Nicholas D.
D'Angelo, Victoria
Daniels, Jason T
Davenport, Chad A.
Davidzik, Brad
Davis, Mark C.
Davison, Roger T.

De Freitas, Michael A.o.

De Rose, Elise M
Deuschle, Thomas A.
Di Cesare, Nicholas
DiDone, Kyle C
Di Luglio, Andrea
Di Maio, John
Di Natale, Andrea
Dibble, Katherine
Dickinson, Joanna
Digati, Thomas
Dillon, Noralyn
Dines, Catherine
Dines, Christina
Dinsmore, Emily
Doherty, Eric P.

Donahue, Courtney
Donathen, James D.
Donovan, Christine

Doody, James

Dorliae, Cecile Mathis

Drew, Dean M.
Drickel, Kayla
Drilling, Andrew

P

Drury, Thomas J.
Dubs, Joshua
Dudek, Gregory
Dukmen, Kyle
Dunbar, Joseph W.
Dutta, Reena
Dwyer, Benjamin
Dwyer, E. Meghan
Eagan, Gayle
Edwards, Elise
Eisenhut, Catherine N.
Emborsky, Andrew
Emerson, Laura
Enright, Rosemary
Estridge, Valdora
Evans, Anne C.
Ewell, Erin
Fabian, Daniel J.
Fabian, Mengyi Melle
Falvey, Julie
Falzone, Francesca
Fay, Patricia A.
Feinstein, Joshua
Feldman, Robert J.
Fennell, Thomas J.
Fenster, Sarah
Ferdman, Michael
Feroleto, John P.
Filbert, Shannon
Fistola, Shannon
Fitzgerald, Patrick T.
Fitzsimmons, Patrick
Fiut, Allison
Flaherty, Carol A.
Flannery, Jennifer
Fleming, Andrew P.
Flick, Kristen
Foit, C. Kenneth
Fortin, Claire
Frederick, Sarah
Freedman, Gary M.
Freedman, Maryann
Friedfertig, Richard B.
Friedman, Richard J.
Gabriele, Vanessa
Gaffney, Thomas
Galvin, Jodyann
,Ryan G.

Gaughan, Dennis C.
Gaughan, John P. Geary,
Nathan
Gelber, Ross
Genovese, Giovanni
Gibbons, Kenneth W.
Gibbons, Kevin
Gioia, Horace A.
Gismondi, Geffrey
Glose, Herbert J.
Glynn, Eric
Golando, Grace
Goldberg, Ari
Goldsman, Mark
Goodman, Jason
Graber, Timothy
Grabowski, Melinda
Grasso, Nicole
Greco, James J.
Green, Carl
Greene, Alvin M.
Grimm, Richard A,, Ill
Guerra, Donald R.
Guerra, lii, Joseph M.
Gugino, Randy H.
Guidice, Antohny
Gullo, Christina
Gullo, 11, John P.
Gullo, Melinda
Gupta, Sheela
Gutierrez, Alejandro
Gvertz, Daniel
Gwitt, Brian
Hackett, Mark

Hamberger, Douglas P.

Han, Juyoun
Hanley, Patrick
Hapeman, Scott

Hargesheimer, Elbert

Harrington, Jeffrey
Hartman, Daniel
Hartman, Kate
Hauber, Vince
Hazeldean, Susan
Heary, Robert
Hehr, David
Heller, Franklin

I

Gargano, Bernadette
Garvey, Kathleen
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Henry, Joshua
Herberger, Michael
Herdzik, Jr., Matthew B.
Herman, Audrey Rose
Hiller, Timothy
Hines, Patrick
Hoffman, Nicholas
Hoffman, Rebecca
Hogan, Susan S.
Holmes, Elizabeth
Hoover, Timothy
Hoppe, Bernadette M.
Horn, John
Howley, Shannon
Hughes, Desmond
Hughes, Thomas
Huijer, Tristan D.
Hunt, Kenneth F.
Hyde, Thomas R.
Hynes, Trishe L.a.

Kim, Minryu Sarah
Klarin, Elizabeth
Knoer, Robert E.
Kolken, Matthew

Koren, Bruce Kevin

Kos, Steven C.
Koval, Rebecca
Kruger, Julie
Kruppa, Kevin
Kucinski, Timothy
Kwiatkowski, Arianna
LaFever, Christopher
Lafferty, Riane F.
Lamarque, Stephanie

Lane, Jr,, Robert
Lang, Thomas J.
Latta, Chelsea
Laub, David
Lazarin, Jessica
Lazarus, James A.

leraci, Frank Lazroe, Matthew
Ihde, Regan Leibeck, Jeffrey
llecki, William Lelonk, Kevin

lles-Hernandez, Keli
Ireland, Katie
Irizarry, Ramon
Jaehn, Alexandra
Jasinski, Jonathan
Jasinski, Jonathan
Jaworski, Myriah
Jay,Hope R.
Joerg, Theodore
Johnson, Kate
Johnson, Luisa
Johnson, Robert C.
Jones, Brittany

Lema, Ryan
Lenhardt, Clayton
Leonard, Graham
Leonardi, Jennifer

Lillis, Brendan
Lochner, Thomas
Longo, Frank
Lopardi, Tracie
Lotempio, Terri L.
Lovallo, Timothy R.
Lowe, Amanda
Lowe, Kenneth
Lucinski, Ryan

Margulis, Randy S.
Marino, Nicholas
Mark, Andrew
Marlette, Peter S.
Marotto, Melanie
Marranca, Mindy
Marrapese, Arthur
Marrero, Rachel K.
Marszalkowski, Michael

Martin, Eileen Myers, Jessica A.
Martorana, Charles C. Naegely, EricC.
Mattingly, Christopher Nagaranan, Raghavan
Maxwell, Patricia A. Nagel, Catherine
Mc Allister, Bruce Nelson, Benjamin
Mc Cabe, Raymond Nelson, Thomas W.
Mc Cann, Jennifer Ngwashi, Marthe J B
Mc Carthy, AnnaS.M.  Nisengard, Michael
Mc Coy, Dennis Noe, Jr., Patrick M.
Mc Cready, Maureen A. Northwood, Edward C.
Mc Donald, Kathleen M. Nosenchuck, Sharon
Mc Donnell, Jenna Novak, Daniel F.
Mc Grath, Peter O'Brien, Kinsey
Mc Guire, Patrick O'Brien, Margaret
Mc Kenna, Lindsay O'Brien, Sarah
Mc Lean, Siana O'Brien, Sean
Mc Namara, Mark O'Carroll, Donall
Mc Nelis, Patrick Odunsi, Tolulope
Means, Kirstie O'Neill, Barbara
Melber, Brian O'Neill, Shannon B.
Menasco, Timothy  Oppenheimer, Andrew
Mendez, Dominique Oppenheimer, Laurence
N a,Lauren  Of i
Menke, Mindy
Mertzlufft, Josh
Messina, Charles A.
Michalek, Daniel

Murphy, Kevin M.
Murphy, Lynn
Murphy, Mellissa
Murphy, Timothy
Murray, Robert G.
Murray, Ryan
Murrett, John C.
Mussell, Jessica
Muto, Pauline T.

Organek, Jay
O'Toole, Roberta
Ozzella, Madison

Palmieri, Matthew R.

Jordan, Alyssa L.
Karambelkar, Aalok
Karpovich, Amanda

Katz, Eileen
Kearney, Kevin M.
Keavey, John
Kelleher, Brendan

Lugo, Al a

Macaluso, Benjamin F.

Kellogg, Leslie Mack, Stephanie

Kelly, Daniel P. Maguire, Daniel

Keltz, Jessica Mancabelli, Patricia
Kennedy Martin, M. Mancil i, Anthony

Kennedy, William
Kernan, David H.
Kettner, Derek

Mannillo, Jeffrey
Mantharam, Marybeth
Marello, Heather L.

ichalek, Sarah , Jeffrey
Luzon, David Miller, Andrew Patterson, Robert
Lynch, Adam M. Miller, Angela Pendergrass, Anthony
Lyons, Thomas Miller, Matthew Penn, Mary Moorman
Maas, Gary Miller, Sarah Perley, Michael
Mac Donald, Chloe Milne, Chris Perry, Elizabeth

Montani, Oriana
Moore, Vincent
Morrisroe, Richard
Morrissey, James M.
Morton, Melissa
Mueller-Funke, Deena
Mulderig, Shamus
Murchie, Nevin

Personius, Rodney O.
Phillips, Gary M.
Pidanick, Chad
Pierowicz, Jon
Pizzi, Rosa
Poch, Lisa
Pochepan, Paul M.
Portin, Robert
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Potter, Jr., Todd J. Prince,
Tyson Puleo, Dean
Pullen, Seth
Punch, James
Purdy, Julia Helen
Quinlan, Lawlor
Racki, Jason
Radel, Robert R.
Randolph, Sallie
Rauh, Patricia A.
Ream, Mitchell
Reich Lynch, JessicaN.
Reich, Shari Jo
Reilly, K. Craig
Richmond, Anna Marie
Riedel, George Jr.
Riker, Erin
Risman, Michael B.
Rittling, Amy Habib
Roach, Patrick
Roberson, Shatorah
Robinson, Edward C.
Robshaw, Nora B.
Rockwood, Alexandra
Roloff, Jill
Ronan, Matthew
Rosado, Louis
Rosciglione, Maria
Roshia, Marylou K.
Rossi, Karalyn
Rossi, William
Rougeux, Debra C.

Sauer, Barbara A.
Savino, Emma

Schafer, Joseph
Schaus, Barbara
Schaus, Daniel
Schmidt, Vanessa

Schrader, Steven
Schroeder, Michael
Schulefand, Keith
Schultz, Samantha
Schulz, Paul
Schwach, Michelle
Schwalbe, Laura
Schwegler, James C.
Scime, James
Scinta, Denis
Scinta, Joseph

Scott, Emily
Scott, Tessa
Seitter, Jocelyn M.
Seymour, Brent C.
Shahram, Nadia
Shank, Caitlyn
Shatkin, Marc
Sigeti, Kristopher
Sims, Cynthia
Skompinski, Lauren
Smeader, Micheal
Smith, Brandi

Rubin, Aaron Smith, Jessica
Rudroff, David Smith, Marnie E.
Ruotolo, Lissette M. Si , Mary

Rupp lii, R. Anthony Smith, Matthew
Saccamondo, Vince Smith, Sheldon
Sahasrabudhe, Peter Smith, Victoria

Same, Jeffrey Snider, Carol
Sanchez, Jack Snyder, E. J.
Sanchez, Melissa Sobieski, Lee

Santoro, Jeffrey P.
Sarfraz, Amil
Sarkovics, David

Sarzynski, Daniel

Sollenne, Ryan
Sonner, Jake
Sperrazza, Daniel J.
Speyer, Carly M

Schaeffer, Dennis K.

Scholand, Gregory P.

Sciortino, Michael Anton

Spitler, Mark
Starostik, Christoph
Stearns, Ryan
Steele, Bridget C.
Steffan, Thomas
Stephenson, Robert
Stergion, Jennifer
Stewart, Gregory
Stiller, Douglas
Stillwell, David
Stulmaker, Mark
Stutz, Natalie

Vozzo, Nicholas
Wadsworth, Cindy
Wagner, Judy N.
Walker, Regina
Walling, Mark R.
Warner, Amanda
Warren, Mark W.
Watt, Margot
Weaver, Calvin
Weiner, Zachary T.
Weinholtz, John
Weinrieb, Pieter

Edward A. , Michael
Szczepanski, Kevin Weiss, Jeffrey
Tanbakuchi, Sarah Welsh, Brian

Tedesco, Michael J.
Terragnoli, Joel
Tesseyman, Jr., Francis
Thrun, Kimberly
Till Thompson, Kelsey
Tiveron, Diane R.
Tijitradjaja, Nara
Tommaney, Elizabeth

Wentz, Crystal
Wettlaufer, Catherine
Wheeler, Derek
White, Molly M.k.
Whittemore, David
Widenor, David
Wiens, Wallace
Wieser, John D.

Wile, Jonathan B.
Wilson, David
Wiltenburg, Peter
Winspear, William John

Tondreau, Fritzgerald
Torres, Jr,, Francisco
Toth, Jeremy
Town, Rebecca

Trigilio, John L. Wiseman, Steven G.
Tronsor, William Wisniewski, Benjamin
Trow, Clark Wisniewski, Daniel E.

Tupchik, Lana V. Wolf, Frederick A
Turkovich, William S. Woll, Richard
Vallone-Bacon, GinaL. Woodward, Laurence
Van Dette, James M. Wright, Andrew
Varavenkatarman, Yonkers, Jill
Radhika P. Young, Daniel
Vasilion, Peter P. Yovanoff, David
Venkova, Vera Yung, Eva
Vesper, Jessica Zajas, ). Grant
Vincton, Melissa Zarcone, Kelly
Violante, Marten Zawodzinski, Jr., J.

Virginia, Mary E. Zeis, Erica
Voelkl, Jeffrey Zielinski, Robert
Von Simson, Charles Zini, Gregory

Vona, Nicholas Zomerfeld, Henry

THANK YOU ALL FOR VOLUNTEERING
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BRONZE SPONSOR

f CIv

LAW OFFICE

I am happy to support the Volunteer Lawyers
Project in its mission to provide quality legal
services to the disadvantaged while providing pro
bono and educational opportunities for lawyers in

Erie County.

Congratulations to the Director and staff on many
consecutive years of organizational growth and
expansion!

Cheers,

Miihael Chartes Cinas Fy,

WWW.CIMASILAW.COM
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VLP CLIENT STORIES

Immigration Client Story
VLP represented a client who had made a wage claim against his employer and was
detained by ICE when he appeared for his deposition for the case in front of the
Department of Labor. VLP successfully argued that he should be released because
the client’s former employer committed witness tampering by calling ICE on our
client. The client was released on his own recognizance and is working towards
obtaining legal status.

Family Law Client Story

Our client's niece has battled heroin addiction for the last ten years. She abandoned
her twin two year old daughters with our client. Our client was unable to get the
children medical attention, enroll the children in pre-school, and had no legal
standing to care for their needs. VLP helped her navigate the Court process and
gain custody of the twins, along with all the rights to decision making for their care.
We also connected her with a social worker who could help her get financial
assistance.

Adoption Client Story

Client was helped by VLP in the past to obtain custody of
her granddaughter. After maintaining custody of her granddaughter for over one
year, she sought assistance filing for adoption. VLP was able to assist client
through the adoption process and finalize the adoption thereby ensuring the
child is safe and client has all rights necessary to raise the child.

UIB Client Story

A single mother of 3 was terminated from her employ of 2
years after sending a text to her coworker, asking for them to remain
professional in the workplace. Even though the coworker repeatedly threatened
our client, the employer did not terminate that individual. The Administrative
Law Judge found for VLP’s client, ruling that while the text might not have
been ideal, it was understandable, and as such, she is entitled to her
unemployment benefits.

VLP Thanks BAEC Dues Check-off Contributors

VLP would also like to thank the approximately 1,000 lawyers and judges who made
financial contributions through the Bar Association of Erie County Dues Check-off.
Thank you. Your support does make a difference.
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‘JULUMIEEH LAWYERS PROJECT

2019 LAW FIRM FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGN

VLP's Law Firm Fundraising Campaign gives law firms, lawyers, judges, & other
friends the opportunity to make tax deductible financial donations to VLP. These
contributions help VLP to operate its variety of programs in which hundreds of
local attorneys provide pro bono legal services to low income people who would
otherwise go without the assistance of an attorney. Contact VLP today about
getting your name of the name of your firm added to this list.

BENEFACTOR PARTNER

(At least $5,000)

{Atleast $10,000) William Mattar, PC
Hodgson Russ LLP Brown Chiari, LLP
Cellino & Barnes, PC
Phillips Lytle LLP Dietrich Law Firm, PC
DIAMOND
(At least $2,000)
Judges of the USDC for WDNY* Kevin Kearney
Bond, Schoeneck, & King Lipsitz & Ponterio, LLC
Connors LLP Rupp Baase Pfalzgraf &
Gibson, McAskill & Crosby, LLP Cunningham LLC
Gross Shuman PC Roach,Brown, McCarthy &
Hamberger & Weiss LLP* Gruber, PC
Harter, Secrest, & Emery LLP Walsh, Roberts & Grace*
Hurwitz & Fine, PC Webster Szanyi LLP
PLATINUM
(At least $500)
Hon. M. William Boller Andrew Feldman
Hon. Catherine Nugent Kavinoky Cook LLP*
Panepinto Timothy M. O’'Mara*
Robert B. Conklin* Philip A. Perna
Gary R. Gaffney Brian R. Welsh

Kavinoky Cook LLP*
- 5@ -



Hon. John J. Aman
Hon. Paul G. Buchanan*
Hon. Carl L. Bucki*
Hon. Mary G. Carney
Hon. Anthony J. Cervi
Hon. Deborah A. Chimes
Hon. Eugene M. Fahey
Hon. Leo J. Fallon
Hon. Paula L. Feroleto*
Hon. Shannon E. Filbert
Hon. Andrew P. Fleming
Hon. Leslie G. Foschio
Hon. Frank P. Geraci, Jr.
Hon. Joseph R. Glownia
Hon. J. Mark Gruber
Hon. Michael J. Kaplan*
Hon. Jeremiah McCarthy
Hon. James McLeod

Hon. Jeremiah J. Moriarty IlI* Law Offices of Richard S. Juda, Jr.

Hon. Acea M. Mosey*
Hon. E. Jeannette Ogden
Hon. Lisa Bloch Rodwin*

Hon. Moira Cooper
Hon. Martin McMahon
Hon. Deanne M. Tripi
Steven Ald
Law Office of R. Berardi
Dennis J Bischof LLC
James M. Beardsley
Laurence D. Behr

Hon. Amy C. Martoche
Blinkoff & Blinkoff, P.C.
Chiacchia & Fleming, LLP
Thomas Cassano
Leibert F. Coppola*

Bennett, DiFilippo &
Kurtzhalts
Creighton, Johnsen & Giroux

GOLDEN

(At least $150)

Hon. Michael J. Roemer
Hon. Dennis E. Ward
Hon. Gerald J. Whalen
John E. Ballow*
Berger & Berger
AlanS. Carrel
Elizabeth G. Clark
JoeR.Cavan*
Douglas Coppola
George L. Cownie*
Melinda G. Disare
David L. Edmunds, Jr.
John V. Elmore
Victor N. Farley*
John A.Feroleto*

*

Howard F. Gondree Family
Joseph M. Guerra llI*

Kolken & Kolken
Philip H. McIntyre*
Philip Nassiff*

SILVER
($100-$149 per attorney)

Biltekoff Law Office LLC
Craig R. Bucki
Colligan Law LLP
Michael G. Cooper

Edward C. Cosgrove
Hagerty & Brady
Frank leraci
Daniel P. Joyce

SUPPORTERS

($50-$99 per attorney)

Timothy W. Hoover
Robshaw & Voelkl, PC
Margaret Snajczuk
Sakowski and Markello, LLP
Shaw & Shaw, PC

James J. O’Brien
Bridget O'Connell
Paladino, Cavan & Quinlivan*
Personius Melber LLP*
Pfalzgraf, Beinhauer & Menzies LLP
Roach, Lennon & Brown PLLC
Howard S. Rosenhoch*
Arthur A. Russ, Jr.*
David J. Saleh*
Melinda Saran*

Terry D. Smith
Robert B. Sommerstein
Edward J. Snyder
Thomas Steffan
Terry M. Sugrue & Assoc

Jeffrey Freedman Attorneys, PLLC  Elizabeth M. Tommaney

James J. Tanous
Oliver C. Young
Thomas S. Wiswall
Zdarsky, Sawicki & Agostinelli LLP*
BruceS. Zeftel

Linda L. Kaumeyer
Colleen M. Murphy
David H. Nelson
Pace & Pace, PLLC
Nancy W. Saia
Richard M. Schaus
Webster & Dubs, P.C.
Wilder & Linneball, LLP

Arnold H. Soeder*
Helen Tarokic Law PLLC
Vinal & Vinal, PC
Wolfgang and Weinmann

CONTRIBUTORS

(less than $50 per attorney)

Duke, Holzman, Photiadis &

Gresens LLP
Eric Glazer

Gary Liao
The Tarantino Law Firm, LLP

*indicates that the donor contributed more than the minimum amount for the category that they qualify for.
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ECBA

= VOLUNTEER LAWYERS PROJECT

THANK YOU FOR YOUR FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS
T0 THE CHAMPIONS FOR JUSTICE BASH!
Melinda Saran
Fatty Beer Company
Clair A Montroy Il
Sue's NY Deli
William Hennigar
Timothy Hoover
Hon. John F. O'Donnell

Michele Heffernan

THANK YOU!

3

COUNSEL PRESS

AWARD CEREMONY BAR SPONSOR
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LUNTEER LAWYERS PROJECT
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A 5 AWARDS
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November 21, 2019

-
Hodgson Russ

2 PhillipsLytle LLp

Silver Sponsot

Harter SLLrle & quy LLP

oooooooooooooooooooooo

Bronze Sponsors

((); Catholic Health

G
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BRONZE SPONSOR

Congratulations to
ECBA Volunteer Lawyers Project,
as well as each of tonight's
Champions for Justice

Thanks for all you have
contributed to our community
and Legal Profession

Supermarket Management, Inc.

A “Home Grown" and Family Owned Franchisee of...

3ors

Friendly Markets — -

South Transit Road, Lockport
William & Aurera, Lancaster Niagara Street, Buffalo
D&L Plaza, Depew Seneca Street, Buffalo
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EXHMFLE
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ps Lytle is a proud supporter of the Champions

ice Bash. The volunteers «

FVLP are a shining exampl

dodicar

n, service and advocacy in our community:

i PhillipsLytleLLr

CHE CAHALSIDE, 128 MAIH STREET, BUFFALD, HY (4203
(706) B4T-0400 FHILLIPSLY TLE-COM
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